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Preface

NEITHER American nor English literature has hitherto possessed a Cyclopadia of
Political Science and Political Economy. The want of a work of reference on these
important branches of knowledge has long been felt, especially by lawyers,
journalists, members of our state and national legislatures, and the large and
intelligent class of capitalists and business men who give serious thought to the
political and social questions of the day. The present work, which will be completed
in three volumes, is the first to supply that want. It is also the first Political History of
the United States in encyclopadic form—the first to which the reader can refer for an
account of the important events or facts in our political history, as he would to a
dictionary for the precise meaning of a word. The French, the Germans and even the
Italians are richer in works of reference on political science and political economy
than the Americans or the English. The Germans have Rotteck and Welcker's
Staatslexikon, and Bluntschli and Brater's Staatswérterbuch, the French, Block's
Dictionnaire Général de la Politique, and the celebrated Dictionnaire de I'Economie
Politique, edited by Guillaumin and Coquelin.

The "Cyclopadia of Political Science, Political Economy, and of the Political History
of the United States" is intended to be to the American and English reader what the
above-named works are to French and German students of political science and
political economy. The articles by foreigners in our work are largely translations from
the Dictionnaire de I'Economie Politique, the Dictionnaire Général de la Politique,
the Staatsworterbuch, and original articles by Mr. T. E. Cliffe Leslie, the eminent
English economist; while the American articles are by the best American and
Canadian writers on political economy and political science. The task of writing the
articles on the political history of the United States was confided to one person, Mr.
Alexander Johnston, of Norwalk, Connecticut, thoroughness, conciseness and the
absence of repetition and of redundancy being thus secured.

It has been our aim to produce a work covering ground not covered by other
cyclopadias. Hence, the biographies of American statesmen are made purposely very
short, ours not being a biographical dictionary. The biographies in question are
intended mainly to supplement the articles on the political history of the United
States; just as our Cyclopadia itself is intended as a supplement to every other
cyclopadia in the English language. It is, in fact, a special Cyclopadia, and bears the
same relation to other cyclopadias that, for instance, a cyclopadia of law, medicine or
engineering does. Great care has been taken in the articles from the French and
German to preserve the exact meaning of the writer. In no instance has any liberty
been taken with the thought of a contributor. The editor has not sought to harmonize
the ideas of so many writers, and yet in very few instances will the opinions of one
writer be found in direct conflict with those of another. The same subject is, in some
cases, treated by two writers, but from a somewhat different point of view, under titles
almost identical; and in these cases the difference of title serves merely for
convenience of reference.
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A little familiarity with the work will satisty the reader that the articles from French
and German writers are as applicable in the United States as in France and Germany.
There is no more a French or German or American political economy or political
science than there is a German or French or American science of astronomy or
chemistry. It would have been well, some may think, if all the articles had been
supplied by American writers. No one, however, can regret that those not written by
Americans are from the pens of the most eminent European writers, men like T. E.
Cliffe Leslie, J. C. Bluntschli, Brater, Bastiat, Barthélmy Saint-Hilaire, Baudrillart,
Chevalier, Clément, Coquelin, Coquerel, Finali, Joseph Garnier, Guizot, v.
Holtzendorft, Horn, Paul Janet, Laboulaye, v. Mangoldt, de Molinari, de Quatrefages,
Remusat, Roscher, J. B. Say, Léon Say, Jules Simon, Thiers, Wolowski, Wagner and
Wirth. The fact that every article is signed by the writer of it, and that each writer is
an authority on the subject on which he writes, gives to the work a value which it
would not otherwise possess. This feature is, we feel confident, one which the reader
will appreciate.

In no country in the world is the necessity of the study of political science and
political economy greater than in the United States, in which every citizen is, directly
or indirectly—through the medium of his vote—a legislator; and yet, in no great
country, perhaps, has the study of politics as a science been so utterly neglected. Our
experience as a people during the last decade has demonstrated how very important it
is to lay before the great body of readers reliable works to which they may refer, when
occasion requires, for the principles by which all great national questions are solved.
The people of the United States for the past ten years, to go no farther back in their
history, have been, so to speak, one great debating club, discussing such questions as
the resumption of specie payments, contraction of the currency, inflation of the
currency, money, paper money, the nature and cure of commercial depressions, the
demonetization of silver, banks, savings banks, bi-metallism, the relations of capital
and labor, the right of employment, socialism, communism, strikes, railroad policy,
civil service, civil service reform, etc., etc. The thinking portion of the people have
eagerly devoured whatever they could find on these topics.

Other questions equally important are springing up every year, both in the national
and state legislatures, questions relating to interest, the hours of labor, taxation,
temperance, etc. These and kindred questions are, or may very easily become,
questions of practical politics, or of political economy as applied to politics. In the
present work these and similar subjects can be found discussed, from the standpoint of
the statesman and legislator, by the best minds of the age, each under its proper title
and in alphabetical order.

We think that the time at which our work appears is peculiarly opportune, for never
before was the attention of the American people turned to questions of political
science and political economy, more than now.

The publishers and editor desire to thank the contributors to this work for the
readiness with which they accepted the invitation to write for its pages; and the
unselfish interest they have one and all manifested in its success. Our
acknowledgments, however, are due in a special manner to Mr. Horace White, of
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New York; to Mr. A. R. Spofford, Librarian of Congress; to Mr. Edward Atkinson, of
Boston; to Mr. John Jay Knox, Comptroller of the Currency, and to Mr. Max.
Eberhardt, of Chicago.
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VOLUME I

Abdication - Duty
A

ABDICATION

ABDICATION, the renunciation of sovereign, monarchical or imperial power. It
would seem natural that a prince, weary of the burdens and even of the pleasures of
government, should have the right to lay down his crown and end his days in the
repose of private life. It seems just as natural that he should have the right to leave the
throne, of his own free will, when military reverses, the disaffection of his people, or
other causes, render his abdication useful or necessary to the general well-being of the
state. History gives us an account of many abdications, some of which are still fresh
in the minds of men. These important acts, if not always accomplished with the
consent of the nation affected by them, have been generally considered an exercise of
right on the part of sovereigns. Many publicists, however, have thought proper to
justify them, by advancing reasons which, in most cases are weak enough. There are
authors, on the other hand, who have denied to princes the right of abdication, but,
with few exceptions, it has been denied only by the opponents of kingly power. Their
chief objections may be summed up as follows 1. According to natural law, a king has
not the right to abdicate, because he has not the right to reign. In other words: We
deny that a prince has the right to reign; therefore he has no right to abdicate. A thing
or a right is not wiped out simply because it pleases me to assert that neither the one
nor the other exists. We see nothing in natural law (by which we mean law
conformable to human nature) opposed to monarchy. We even find arguments
somewhat in favor of this form of government. Besides, we might ask: Where is your
code of natural law? who drew it up? who has accepted it? where is it in force? 2.
Constitutional kings can reign only with the formal consent of the nation, or its
representatives, there being here a question of a mutual agreement which can he
dissolved only with the consent of both parties. To this it may be answered that this
consent would never be wanting, since the nation has every interest not to retain on
the throne a prince who has weighty reasons for wanting to leave it. We find this
argument altogether out of place in the mouths of men or from the pens of writers
who maintain that a nation has always the right to set aside a king. What in this case
becomes of the mutual agreement? How prohibit one party doing what the other
claims a right to do? 3. From the point of view of divine right, abdication is unlawful,
for the reason that the prince having been invested with supreme power by an act not
of his own volition, can not, of his own motion, divest himself of that power. Various
arguments may be used to refute this objection, which, be it remarked, does not come
from the legitimist side. But if the refutation is to have full force, we must remain at
the divine-right point of view. All that follows from investiture by divine right is that
the nation can not dethrone its prince legally. But if monarchy is a divine institution, it
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follows that it is the monarch's duty to leave nothing un-done to accomplish his
mission, even to disappearing from the scene when it seems to him that the public
interest demands that sacrifice from him. These are the chief objections brought
forward against the right of abdication. In England the right of abdication is denied to
the king, but it does not appear whether in the name of the constitution or of divine
right. We simply find the following axiom: "The king of England may not abdicate
except with the consent of parliament." When we ask why he may not, the only
answer we get is, that an abdication made at his sole instance would be inconsistent
with the nature of the royal function. This is assertion, not argument. Should an
English king abdicate, what would be the consequence? We have no doubt that
parliament would take cognizance of the fact and sanction it as perfectly conformable
to natural law. We here give a list of the abdications most remarkable for their causes,
their results, or the name of the sovereign who laid down his crown. Among the
Roman emperors, Diocletian and Maximianus put aside the purple in 305. In France it
suffices to mention Napoleon I. (1814 and 1815), Charles X. (1830), and Louis
Philippe (1848). In Germany Charles V. exchanged the imperial and royal crowns for
the habit of a monk (1556). In 1848 the emperor of Austria preferred his ease to the
struggles with which the events of that time threatened him. Successors of Charles V.
in Spain abdicated for several reasons, Philip V. in 1724 and Charles IV. in 1808. The
dynasty of Savoy affords more numerous examples of abdication: Amadeus, in 1494;
Victor Amadeus, in 1750; Charles Emmanuel, in 1802; Victor Emmanuel 1., in 1819;
Charles Albert, in 1849. In Poland we find, since the abdication of the prince who
afterwards became Henry III. of France, that of Augustus in 1707; Augustus Stanislas,
in 1735; and Poniatowski, in 1795. All are familiar with the abdication of Queen
Christina of Sweden, in 1654. That of Richard II. of England (1399), is not so well
remembered. As to James II., he did not formally abdicate, but the English parliament
declared, in 1688, that he "having endeavored to subvert the constitution of the
kingdom by breaking the original contract between king and people; and, by the
advice of Jesuits and other wicked persons, having violated the fundamental laws, and
having withdrawn himself out of the kingdom, has abdicated the government, and that
the throne is thereby vacant." There was, in this case, a lively discussion as to whether
the word "desert" or "abdicate" should be used. To sum up, we may mention the
abdication of King Louis of Holland in 1810, of Louis of Bavaria in 1848, of the
Hohenzollern Princes in favor of Prussia in 1849, and of the Duke of Saxe Altenburg
in favor of his brother in 1849. Abdication is performed generally by a solemn act,
and almost always in favor of the natural heir; but it is not always voluntary, and
history shows us that it is often followed by regret. (See RESIGNATION.)

MAURICE BLOCK.
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ABOLITION AND ABOLITIONISTS

ABOLITION AND ABOLITIONISTS (in U. S. HISTORY). I. GRADUAL
ABOLITION (1776-1830). At the beginning of our national history abolition was a
desire rather than a purpose, a matter of sentiment rather than of endeavor. In this
sense every humane and thinking man, north or south, was an abolitionist. It would be
waste of space to quote the words of Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Henry, Mason,
Laurens, and other southerners, in order to show the drift of feeling in the south on
this subject. All concurred in deploring the existence of slavery in their section, and in
hoping that in some way not yet imagined its gradual and peaceful abolition would
finally be accomplished. In the north the feeling was the same, except that the
Quakers, or Society of Friends, had, since 1760, taken higher ground, and had made
slave-holding and slave-trading matter for church discipline. In 1777 Vermont, not yet
admitted to the Union, formed a state constitution abolishing slavery. State
constitutions were formed by Massachusetts, including Maine, in 1780, and by New
Hampshire in 1783, which the courts at once construed as abolishing slavery. Gradual
abolition was secured by statute in Pennsylvania in 1780, in Rhode Island and
Connecticut in 1784, in New York in 1799, and in New Jersey in 1804. Abolition of
slavery in the Northwest territory, north of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi,
including the present states of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, and part
of Minnesota, was secured by the ordinance of 1787. Here the process of abolition
ceased for a long time, except that in 1817 New York totally abolished slavery after
July 4, 1827, and that slavery in part of the Louisiana purchase, including the present
states of lowa, Oregon, Kansas, Nebraska, a part of Colorado, and part of Minnesota,
was abolished by the Missouri compromise (see COMPROMISES, 1V, V), whose
validity was rejected by the supreme court (see DRED SCOTT CASE); but the
provision for abolition was embedded in the state constitutions of the states named as
they were severally admitted. In process of time gradual abolition took effect in the
states which had adopted it by statute, but so slowly that there were, in 1840, 674
slaves in New Jersey, 331 in Illinois, 64 in Pennsylvania, and from 1 to 17 in
Connecticut, Indiana, lowa, New Hampshire, New York, Ohio, Rhode Island and
Wisconsin, respectively. In 1850 slavery had disappeared in all these states except
New Jersey, which still had 236 slaves in 1850 and 18 in 1860, the latter number
being "apprentices for life," under the state act of April 18, 1846. In 1831-32 the
insurrection of Nat Turner excited a strong desire for gradual abolition in Virginia,
which was with great difficulty smothered after a three weeks' debate in the
legislature.

—ABOLITION SOCIETIES, based on the idea of gradual abolition, were formed in
Pennsylvania in 1774, in New York in 1785, in Rhode Island in 1786, in Maryland in
1789, in Connecticut in 1790, in Virginia in 1791, and in New Jersey in 1792. These
societies held annual conventions, and their operations were viewed by the more
humane slave-holders with some favor, since they aimed at nothing practical or
troublesome, except petitions to congress, and served as a moral palliative to the
continuance of the practice. The abolition of the African slave-trade by Great Britain
in 1807, and by the United States in 1808, came as a great relief to the abolition
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societies, which had grown discouraged by the evident impossibility of effecting
anything in the south, and were now ready to accept this success as the limit of
possibility for the present. Their annual national meetings became more infrequent
and soon ceased altogether, though some state branches remained alive.

—COLONIZATION SOCIETY. In 1801 Jefferson and Governor James Monroe, of
Virginia, had considerable correspondence on the subject of colonizing free blacks out
of the country. In the autumn of 1816 a society for this purpose was organized in
Princeton, N. J. Dec. 23, 1816, by resolution, the Virginia legislature commended the
matter to the attention of the general government, and a few days afterwards the
society was re-organized at Washington as the "National Colonization Society," its
president being Bushrod Washington, and its organ, "The African Repository." Its
expressed object was to encourage emancipation by procuring a place outside of the
United States, preferably in Africa, to which free negroes could be aided in
emigrating. Its indirect object was to rid the south of the free black population, which
had already become a nuisance. Its branches spread into almost every state, and for
fourteen years its organization was warmly furthered by every philanthropist in the
south as well as in the north. Henry Clay, Charles Carroll and James Madison, in the
south, were as hearty colonizationists as Bishop Hopkins, Rufus King, President
Harrison and Dr. Channing, in the north. And it is noteworthy that, although the
society made no real attack on slavery, as an institution, nearly every person noted
after 1831 as an abolitionist was before that year a colonizationist. Benjamin Lundy's
travels through North America were for the purpose of finding a location for a free
black colony in Texas or elsewhere in Mexico. James G. Birney was for some time
the society's agent and superintendent for Alabama and Tennessee. Gerrit Smith, the
Tappans, and many others, began their career as colonizationists and ended it as
abolitionists.

—LIBERIA. At first free negroes were sent to the British colony of Sierra Leone. In
1820 the society tried and became dissatisfied with Sherbroke Island, and Dec. 15,
1821, a permanent location was purchased at Cape Mesurado. In 1847 the colony
declared itself an independent republic under the name of Liberia, its capital being
Monrovia.

—II. IMMEDIATE ABOLITION (1830-60). In 1829-30 William Lloyd Garrison, a
Massachusetts printer, engaged with Lundy in publishing "The Genius of Universal
Emancipation," at Baltimore, flung a fire-brand into the powder magazine so long
covered by the decorous labors of colonization and gradual abolition societies. He
insisted on immediate abolition, meaning thereby not instant abolition so much as the
use of every means at all times toward abolition without regard to the wishes of slave-
owners. The effects were almost immediately apparent. Abolition, with its new
elements of effort and intention, was no longer a doctrine to be quietly and
benignantly discussed by slave-owners, and from 1830 the name of abolitionist took a
new and aggressive significance. Garrison's first efforts were directed against the
colonization society. Jan. 1, 1831, he began publishing "The Liberator," in Boston,
and through its pages converted so many colonizationists, that the "New England
Anti-Slavery Society," founded on "immediate" abolition, was formed Jan. 1, 1832. In
1833 Garrison visited England, and secured from Wilberforce, Zachary Macaulay,
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Daniel O'Connell, and other English abolitionists, a condemnation of the colonization
society. In December, 1833, the "American Anti-Slavery Society" was formed in
Philadelphia by an abolition convention, Beriah Green being president, and Lewis
Tappan and John G. Whittier, secretaries. From this time the question became of
national importance. Able and earnest men, such as Theodore D. Weld, Samuel J.
May, and Wendell Phillips, traversed the northern states as the agents of the national
society, founding state branches and lecturing everywhere on abolition. The
consequent indignation in the south found a response in the north with many who saw
that the south would never willingly accept "immediate" abolition, and that the
continuance of the abolition agitation would involve sectional conflict, and perhaps a
convulsion which would destroy the Union. Abetted or tacitly countenanced by this
class, a more ignorant and violent class at once began to break up abolition meetings
by mob violence. In Connecticut, in 1833, Miss Prudence Crandall, of Canterbury,
Windham county, opened her school to negro girls. The legislature, by act of May 24,
1833, forbade such schools, and Miss Crandall was imprisoned under the act. As this
was ineffectual, she was ostracized by her neighbors, and finally, by arson and
violence, her school was broken up. In the autumn of 1834 George Thompson, who
had been instrumental in securing British emancipation in the West Indies, came to
Boston, and for a year lectured through out the north. He was denounced as a paid
agent of the British government for the destruction of the Union, was mobbed, and
finally escaped from Boston in disguise, in November, 1835. For some years abolition
riots were epidemic throughout the north. Nov. 7, 1837, Elijah P. Lovejoy, a
Presbyterian minister, who had established an abolition newspaper in Alton, Ill., was
mobbed and shot to death. May 17, 1838, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Hall, an
abolitionist building, dedicated three days before, was burned by a mob. Abolition
riots then became only sporadic, but never ceased entirely until 1861.

—In the south the import of the single word "immediate" was instantly perceived. By
unofficial bodies rewards were offered for the capture of prominent abolitionists, a
suspension of commercial intercourse with the north was threatened, and northern
legislatures were called upon to put down abolition meetings by statute. Southern
grand juries indicted several abolitionists, and, when the accused naturally declined to
appear for trial, their extradition as "fugitives from justice" was demanded by the state
governor, but without success. The anti-slavery society had been quick to take
advantage of the United States mails as an easy and secure means of introducing its
publications into the south, where the society's private agents would have had short
shrift. Remonstrances were at once sent to the postmaster general against this use of
the mails, and he, while he regretted his official inability to interfere, gave southern
postmasters a strong hint that they would do well to settle the difficulty by rejecting
abolitionist publications from the mails. President Jackson, in his message of Dec. 2,
1835, requested congress to pass a law forbidding the circulation of abolitionist
publications in the mails. A bill to this effect was introduced in the senate, carried just
far enough to compel Van Buren, a candidate for the presidency, to take open ground
in its favor, and then lost. In its stead, the care of abolition documents was left, with
excellent success, to the states and the post-masters.

—~Congress, in accepting the District of Columbia, had re-enacted the whole body of
Virginia and Maryland law, and thus left slavery in full existence; but few persons
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seem to have denied the power of congress to abolish slavery in the District at will.
From February, 1833, a vast number of petitions were introduced, praying congress to
abolish slavery in the District, and, after 1836, to abolish the "gag rules" by which the
house had resolved to lay all such petitions on the table without consideration. (See
ADAMS, J. Q.; PETITION.)

—The Garrisonian abolitionists were, from the first, the radical wing. They believed
in no union with slave-holders; they declared the constitution "a league with death and
a covenant with hell," on account of its slavery compromises, and for this reason
refused to vote, hold office or recognize the government; they attacked the churches
freely and angrily, for sympathy with slavery; they made the public speaking of
female members a prominent part of their work; and woman's rights, free love,
community of property, and every novel social theory, found among them the first
and most sympathetic audience. Many who would willingly have joined in opposition
to slavery, were repelled by dread of the odium, theological and social, consequent
upon a public identification with Garrisonian license of thought, speech and action;
and a large and growing element in the American anti-slavery society felt that its
influence was thus impaired. In 1838 the annual report of the society made the
suggestion that abolitionist candidates for office should be nominated and supported.
On this convenient rock the society split into two parts in the following year. The
political abolitionists, including Birney, the Tappans, Gerrit Smith, Whittier, Judge
Jay, Edward Beecher, Thomas Morris, and others, seceded and left the original
society name and organization to the Garrisonians, who at once became, in the
opinion of the seceders, "a woman's rights, non-government, anti-slavery society." In
1840 the seceders organized the "American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society," and
under this name prosecuted their work with more success than the original society of
irreconcilables.

—THE LIBERTY PARTY. Nov. 13, 1839, a convention of abolitionists met at
Warsaw, N. Y., and incidentally nominated James G. Birney for president, and
Francis J. Lemoyne, of Pennsylvania, for vice-president. Birney had been a slave-
holder in Kentucky and Alabama, and was now corresponding secretary of the
national society. These nominations were confirmed by a national convention at
Albany, April 1, 1840, mainly composed of New York delegates, which adopted the
name of the "liberty party." The nominees declined the nomination, but received
7,059 votes in the presidential election of 1840, ranging from 42 in Rhode Island to
2,798 in New York. Liberty party tickets were now put forth in various local
elections, and the political abolitionists went into training for the election of 1844.
Aug. 30, 1844, the liberty party's national convention met at Buffalo. Clay had made
public, Aug. 16, a temporizing letter to the effect that he "would be glad to see" Texas
annexed at some future day. (See ANNEXATIONS, III). His letter cut off the slight
previous possibility that the Buffalo convention might be induced to refrain from
nominations. Birney and Thomas Morris, of Ohio, were nominated, and an active
canvass was begun, quite as much against Clay as against Polk. In the presidential
election of 1844, Birney and Morris received 62,300 votes, all in northern states,
ranging from 107 in Rhode Island to 15,812 in New York. Had the Buffalo
convention refrained from nominations this vote would have gone to Clay; at the
least, it could not have gone to Polk. Clay would thus have had a popular majority in
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the Union, and the electoral votes of Michigan and New Y ork would have gone to
him instead of to Polk, giving Clay 146 and Polk 129 electoral votes. The liberty
party's first appearance in national politics had therefore resulted in the election of
Polk, the annexation of Texas, and the addition of a vast amount of slave soil to the
United States. But it seems also to have convinced the thinking abolitionists that a
union of the northern voters in favor of abolition, pure and simple, was, as yet,
impossible. Slavery restriction, the exclusion of slavery from the territories lately
acquired from Mexico, offered a more promising field, and the abolitionists,
therefore, in the next two presidential elections voted the ticket of the free-soil party.
In 1856 and subsequent years, they followed the fortunes of the republican party,
which was also based on slavery restriction, but they always retained a semi-detached
organization, acting rather as auxiliaries than as an integral portion of the republican

party.

—UNDERGROUND RAIL-ROAD. During the period 1850-60 the most active
exertions of the abolitionists were centred in assisting fugitive slaves to reach places
of safety in Canada. (See FUGITIVE SLAVE LAWS.) From the border of the slave
states to Canada, chains of communication were formed by persons living about a
day's journey apart. These were constantly engaged in secreting runaways, providing
them with outfits and passing them on to the next post, or in bringing back
intelligence of those who had already escaped. In addition to these duties, committees
in the larger cities were busied in providing for the rescue, by law or by force, of
captured slaves from the hands of the officers. The whole organization was commonly
known as the "Underground Railroad."

—III. FINAL ABOLITION (1810-65). The secession of a number of southern states
in 1860-61, and the establishment of a de facto government in the south, was welcome
to the extreme abolitionists, who rejoiced to be rid of the slave-holders and of political
union with them. But the first shock of actual warfare brought to the surface an
intense determination throughout the north and west that secession should not be
allowed to become an accomplished fact. The ensuing war (see REBELLION) was
begun in the spirit of the congressional resolution of July, 1861, that the war "was not
prosecuted with the purpose of interfering with the established institutions of the
southern states." But the southern leaders had not taken into account the fact that their
system of slavery offered a fair mark for confiscation by an enemy which they could
in no way retaliate. This species of warfare was early begun by the federal
government. The act of Aug. 6, 1861, forfeited all claim, by the master, to the services
of slaves employed in arms or labor against the government. This was not strictly a
confiscation, but only a bar to proof of ownership. No blow at slavery, as an
institution, was intended, and when proclamations abolishing slavery were issued by
Gen. J. C. Fremont, in Missouri, Aug. 30, 1861, and by Gen. David Hunter, in South
Carolina, May 9, 1862, they were promptly disavowed by the president. But the next
session of congress, 1861-62, saw a more decidedly anti-slavery feeling. An
additional article of war, March 13, 1862, prohibited the army from returning fugitive
slaves; various other acts were passed to hinder the rendition of fugitive slaves in the
northern states; slavery in the territories (see WILMOT PROVISO) was abolished,
June 19; and the act of July 17 freed the captured, deserted or fugitive slaves of all
persons engaged in rebellion, and authorized the employment of negro soldiers. The
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fugitive slave laws were not finally abolished until June 28, 1864. In all these
provisions no invasion of slavery as a state institution was made; all were meant as
blows at the tender spot of the confederacy.

—The president's own wish was at first for compensated emancipation, and, in
accordance with his special message of March 6, a joint resolution of April 10, 1862,
declared that the United States ought to co-operate with any state which should adopt
gradual "abolishment" of slavery, by paying the state for the slaves emancipated. The
act of April 16, 1862, abolished slavery in the District of Columbia on this principle;
but the border states were deaf to the repeated entreaties of the president up to the
close of the session of congress in July. In September the president, yielding to the
growing anti-slavery feeling in the north, issued his preliminary proclamation,
followed, Jan. 1, 1863, by the emancipation proclamation. But this, by its terms, did
not affect the slaves in loyal states, or within the federal lines, nor did it affect the
principle of slavery even in the rebellious states. Had the war ended without further
action against slavery, every slave in the rebellious states would, indeed, have been a
free man, but there would have been no bar to the immediate importation of fresh
supplies of slaves from the states where slavery had not been abolished.

—1In his message of Dec. 1, 1862, the president again brought up his favorite project.
He now recommended the adoption of three amendments to the constitution,
providing (1) for the issue of bonds to compensate states which should abolish slavery
before 1900; (2) for the validation of the emancipation proclamation and kindred
measures; and (3) for colonizing free negroes out of the country. Bills to compensate
Missouri and Maryland for abolishing slavery were introduced, by members from
those states early in 1863, and received favorable votes in both houses; but the
shortness of the session prevented their final passage. In West Virginia, by
constitutional amendment adopted March 26, 1862, gradual emancipation after July 4,
1863, was secured. In Missouri the state convention, which had originally been called
to consider an ordinance of secession, was re-convened, and passed, June 24, 1863, an
ordinance of emancipation, taking effect gradually after July 4, 1870. Congress, by act
of Feb. 24, 1864, emancipated negro soldiers, a compensation of $300 for each being
paid to loyal owners, and by act of March 3, 1865, emancipation was extended to the
wives and children of such soldiers. This measure closed the record of attempts at
gradual, partial or compensated abolition of slavery.

—~Oct. 12-13, 1864, Maryland adopted a new constitution whose 23d article finally
abolished slavery in the state. Ordinances of immediate emancipation, without
submission to popular vote, were passed Feb. 13, 1864, by a convention of delegates
from those portions of Virginia within the federal lines, and, Jan. 11, 1865, by a new
state convention in Missouri. A recapitulation of all these partial assaults on slavery
will make it apparent that, after Jan. 11, 1865, slavery had a legal existence only in the
states of Kentucky and Delaware, if the action of Maryland, secured by soldiers'
votes, and of irregular conventions in Virginia, Tennessee, Louisiana and Arkansas
were valid. To resolve all doubts, and give the corpse of slavery a legal burial, a
constitutional amendment in 1865 (see CONSTITUTION, 1V.) was passed and
ratified, by which slavery and involuntary servitude, except for crime, was abolished
within the United States. The same year saw the cessation of the publication of "The
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Liberator," and the dissolution of the American anti-slavery society. The work of both
had been done, and done mainly, after all, by the "political" abolitionists. By yielding
the impossible point of present abolition in the States, and joining with the
republicans in the demand for the restriction of slavery to state limits, they had aided
in bringing on a conflict of a slave-holding section against the federal Union. In such
a conflict it was inevitable that every blow at rebellion should rebound upon slavery.
Had the conflict been postponed until the north and west could have been united in
the ultra Garrisonian object of a crusade against slavery, it would not have come until
the population and destructive power of both sections had grown so large that the
peaceable formation of two or more nationalities on this continent would have been
imperatively demanded by humanity. (See SLAVERY; EMANCIPATION
PROCLAMATION; REBELLION; UNITED STATES.)

—I. See Von Holst's United States, 277, etc.; Wilson's Rise and Fall of the Slave
Power; Greeley's American Conflict; The African Repository; Jay's Miscellaneous
Writings on Slavery, Earle's Life of Benjamin Lundy; Goodell's Slavery and Anti-
Slavery. 11. See Garrison's Speeches, May's Recollections; Johnson's Recollections;
Gidding's Speeches in Congress, Exiles of Florida, and History of the Rebellion;
Beriah Green's Sketch of Birney; Charles Osborn's Journal; Lovejoy's Life of Lovejoy,
Tappan's Life of Tappan,; Child's Life of Isaac T. Hopper; Frothingham's Life of Gerrit
Smith; Gerrit Smith's Speeches in Congress, Still's Underground Railroad; and
authorities under articles referred to. III. See Raymond's Life of Lincoln, Arnold's Life
of Lincoln; Poore's Federal and State Constitutions, McPherson's Political History of
the Rebellion; later authorities under REBELLION and SLAVERY; and authorities
under EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION. For acts of Aug. 6, 1861; July 17,
1862, and April 16, 1862, see 12 Stat. at Large, 319 (§ 4); 589 (§§ 9-11); 376. For
acts of Feb. 24, 1864, and March 3, 1865, see 13 Stat. at Large (38th Cong.), 6 (§ 24),
571. For final abolition of slavery in territories, see WILMOT PROVISO; in the
Union, see CONSTITUTION, IV. (Amendment XIII).

ALEX. JOHNSTON.
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ABSENTEEISM

ABSENTEEISM, an expression which has arisen out of the discussions on the
miserable condition of the Irish people, and which, as its derivation shows, denotes
the habitual absence of the landed proprietors of a country from their estates. From
such absenteeism has naturally sprung a system of farming out these estates to
intermediaries, which has proved in its consequences of ever increasing injury to the
tenant. These absentee Irish proprietors grant long leases of their estates to rich
English capitalists, who sublet at a profit to other speculators, commonly known as
middlemen, and these latter, dealing directly with the tenants, sublet for short terms,
and contrive, by the minutest possible subdivisions, so to in crease the number of
bidders as to obtain for each holding the highest rental possible. Besides the effect of
this feudal system of rack-rents in impoverishing the tenant to the last degree, the bulk
of the rentals so accruing is annually exported without any return in exchange. No
portion of such rentals is ever applied to the introduction of improved methods of
agriculture, nor even to the development of either the manufacturing industries or the
commercial enterprises of Ireland, as would naturally be the case were these
proprietors themselves residenters. It is unquestionable, then, that absenteeism is one
of the causes of the wretched condition of Ireland.

—The politico-economical effects of absenteeism are everywhere the same, and are
more marked in Ireland only because more general there than elsewhere. All export of
capital or of income, without any counter-balancing return, is hurtful to the country
from which such capital is withdrawn, and beneficial to that to which it is exported; it
takes from the one for the use of the other, the means for the maintenance of labor, for
the improvement of the natural capacities of the soil, and for the accumulation of
wealth; and these results are in exact proportion to the magnitude of the sums
exported. Among the causes provocative of absenteeism may be cited a corrupt
administration of public affairs, or too burdensome taxation. These and like causes
have determined many English families to seek homes in other countries. They thus
escape a taxation which in England is very great upon all articles of consumption, and
hence the government, to obtain the same amount of revenue, has no alternative but to
impose upon the resident classes those taxes which the non-residenters escape. Of all
the factors which determine this emigration of capital, the most powerful is the feeling
of insecurity. The political turmoils which at times so greatly unsettled the state of
continental Europe, drove many families of wealth to seek a refuge in England,
although the cost of living is greater there than anywhere else.

AMBROISE CLEMENT.
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ABSOLUTE POWER

ABSOLUTE POWER. The opinion that absolute power is essential to the state, is
very prevalent among statesmen and publicists. They disagree, however, as to who
should be invested with this absolute power, the executive or the people; but they
agree in the opinion that it should be lodged somewhere. Without absolute power,
they say, there is no peace, no unity in the state, no authority which is either final or
supreme. Absolute power and sovereignty are sometimes called synonymous. There
are whole families of nations, with which a high respect for absolute power seems to
be a natural tendency, which submit to it willingly and without reserve. It is not
simply the lower races of negroes which have submitted to an absolute ruler. The
Mongolian race and the superior Semitic peoples even, favored an absolute form of
government. And though the noblest nations, the Aryan, did not willingly submit to
this form of government, and were jealous of it, they still have shown similar
tendencies, both in theory and practice. The democratic Greeks sought the most
perfect political freedom in an absolute government of the people. The aristocratic
Romans, the first in the science of law, adhered, in the principles underlying their
private and public laws, and by way of national preference, to the idea of absolute
power. Individuals of great energy and superior intellect, when at the head of the
government, are most apt to be provoked to resistance by any limit imposed to their
universal authority, and seek to justify their action whenever they overstep the limit
imposed, by an appeal to the necessity of absolute power. Instances of a leaning
toward absolute power are, therefore, frequently met with in the history of modern
European states, and were the causes provocative of a great many political events.
And it is not always bad men who incline toward absolutism.

—What is the meaning of absolute power? Absolute, in the full sense of the word,
means freedom from all limitation. Really, there is nothing absolute but what is
without beginning and end; a beginning and an end are limitations. The truly absolute,
therefore, can be predicated only of a being unlimited and infinite, that is, only of
God. Hence, absolute power, in the real sense of the word, can be conceived only as
divine omnipotence. Absolute law is the law of God.

—AIll human law, on the other hand, is necessarily limited, because its condition
precedent, what it supposes, man, is a limited being. Absolute power can not be
attributed to man, because the limits of human nature render it impossible to attribute
such power to him.

—1In this extreme sense men have but seldom understood absolute power, and hardly
ever claimed it. They understood and claimed this power in that extreme sense only
when they regarded their ruler in the light of a divine being. A great many rulers of
antiquity were worshiped as gods, and many of them may have felt themselves gods.
Wherever polytheism prevailed, the people took little umbrage at this deification of
man. And even where polytheism did not prevail, a people inclined to pantheism
might worship certain heroes and princes as a temporary incarnation of the Deity.
Even in our day such ideas have not totally disappeared. But as far as the more
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civilized nations and European nations are concerned, we need not fear that they will
thus mistake the eternal God for man. The fiction of human omnipotence is, in our
opinion, too ludicrous to serve as the basis of any political right. We know, indeed,
that possessors of power, be they king or people, have a broader vision and exercise
greater power than private persons, since they can command the services of many.
But we know too well that the perception of those in power is subject to the limits of
human vision; that there are some things it can not reach, and that they are subject in
all their action to the same limitations as other men, and can neither change God's
creation in any essential particular, nor even create the smallest organic being.

—AIll human law or rights, and consequently the absolute power which man can
claim, is necessarily limited: () By the divine law. Since man, as a creature, supposes
the Creator, and always depends on God, he must recognize the divine law as superior
to him, and as conditioning human law. The divine law is really absolute, because it
proceeds from the absolute Spirit and is infinite. Man can not even think of the divine
law as non-existing; still less can he break its power. Whether he will or not, he
remains subject to the great law of nature, and to the law of the divine guidance of the
world. He can not do away with the order of the world any more than with the
elements, nor with-draw himself from the irresistible power of time. (b) By the limited
physical nature of man, from which human law, because it pertains to the visible,
earthly order of things, can not be separated. These limits may be disregarded in
individual cases, but they can not be removed nor argued away. When, therefore, as in
recent times, it is claimed that absolute power is necessary, those who approve it seek
to introduce it into the state in a covert manner, and to moderate it by the recognition
of the above limits. They admit that absolute law or right is not of human origin, and
they give it a divine source. God, according to this view, has invested man with the
right of absolute rule for the purpose of securing and maintaining social order, and has
raised human rulers to the dignity of his representatives and plenipotentiaries. To this
extent, therefore, they claim that man may properly exercise absolute power. This
view is a dangerous one in this age, because it mixes the true and the false so adroitly
that it may easily mislead the unthinking. While maintaining an appearance of
reverence for God, who alone possesses absolute power, it seeks to secure to the
sovereign the most unlimited power possible. It protests against human assumption,
and still would reap the fruits of that assumption. It will not allow a ruler to make
himself a god, but puts him in the place of God, and encourages him to entertain the
strange delusion that his thoughts and actions are under divine control, in a manner
different from the thoughts and actions of other men. It derives the absolute power of
man from God, and, with due humility, recognizes the dependence of man on his
Maker, while it encourages, in the mind of the ruler, the insolent idea that he only
exercises the power possessed by God before He delegated it to him. In the actual
exercise of his powers the sovereign is thus raised to a level with the Deity, infinitely
above the rest of mankind who are certainly his equals and not his creatures. The
errors of this view are therefore essentially the same as if divine power were ascribed
to man. Man can have rights and exercise power only within the limits of his nature.

—To the extent that God confides the exercise of divine right to man, He, by

confiding it to him, confides it to a being with all the limitations of human nature, and
hence the right so confided is changed from one absolute and divine into one human
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and limited. If this be not admitted, the human ruler arrogates to himself a power
which can be but a source of evil to him, for the reason that it is not in human nature
to exercise such power. By giving his limited freedom the dimensions of divine
power, he becomes the plaything of his own caprices; and the person who knows how
to influence these, has the ruler under his control.

—Absolute power, as thus defined, is most frequently advocated in Europe by
absolutist parties, and there is a close relationship between such absolutism and these
parties. Yet this idea of absolutism is not peculiar to absolutists, nor is it held by all
absolutists. Neither is the political character of absolutism fully described by this
definition.

—But the term absolute power is frequently used to express limited power wielded by
man. We call those forms of government absolute in which the sovereign is the sole
source, representative and dispenser of power—though that power may be limited in
its nature—and not obliged to secure, by virtue of a constitutional provision, the co-
operation and consent of others to his measures (especially of legislative bodies,
ministers and counselors), nor limited in the exercise of his power by the
rights—those of a political nature at least—of others. It is evident that of such
absolute power there are different grades. In proportion as the recognized limitations
of absolute power are increased, the absolutism of that power itself diminishes. It is
admitted that this power is political in its nature, and hence is subject to the same
limitations as the state itself. And just here we notice, with increasing civilization and
the growing maturity of the human race, a deeper insight into the natural limitations
of the state, its functions and its laws, an insight which has in no way weakened the
power of the state. To the limitations already noticed we may add the following: (1)
The limitation, unknown to the Romans, which is represented by the Church, whose
religious authority is independent of the state, and which is freely recognized as an
independent institution by all civilized governments. (2) The limitation of
international law, which sees to it that the different states may co-exist side by
side—a limitation the extent of which increases in proportion to the increasing
solidarity of mankind. (3) Private law, which defines the rights of individuals, of the
family, and of corporations, and which, though it is the duty of the government to
regulate and protect it, is not in its nature the product of the will of the state, and
whose changes are determined by the freedom of private individuals. (4) By the
special nature and history of the people living in a state, and of the country they
control. There have been, and still are, states in which, though all these limitations
were recognized, absolute power was claimed for the central organ of government.
And such was the case, not in absolute monarchies only, but also in absolute
aristocracies and in absolute democracies. It can not be said that this idea of absolute
power is so monstrous as the idea of absolute power spoken of in the first place
above. A peaceful observance and a just administration of the law are reconcilable
with the present idea of absolute power. The sovereign is not imagined to be a god or
a fetich; he may be conscious of his own human nature and its limitations, and have
an honest intention of faithfully discharging his duties to God and his fellow-men.

—We are obliged to admit, indeed, that in certain cases such a close concentration of
all the powers of government in the hands of one man may be needful, and hence
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justifiable. Nations of inferior races need the absolute rule of a superior prince, or of
nobler races, in order to enjoy life in peace, or to attain a higher grade of civilization.
Such inferior races frequently have neither the desire nor the means of limiting the
power of their rulers. Most of the Asiatic and African nations, and those in the
northeast of Europe, are subject to this sort of absolute governmental power, and the
doctrinarian introduction of constitutional limitations would render their condition
worse rather than improve it.

—But to the more masculine and energetic people of a higher type, among whom
there is also an aristocratic element, and among whom even the lower classes have a
sense of justice and honor, the absolute form of government is, as a rule, unsuitable
and intolerable. They can not bear the thought that all political rights accorded them
are simply the gifts of royal grace. Having a knowledge of their own moral worth, and
of the fact that they contribute to the welfare and share the fortunes of the state to
which they belong, they can not understand why they should have political duties
without also having political rights. And although they admit that the sovereign is
entitled to share the highest prerogatives, and such a degree of political power as the
unity of the state requires, they do not admit that the sovereign should enjoy all rights,
and that the rest of the body politic should have none. They know that in an organism
every one of its members, be it ever so inferior, has a significance of its own, and
hence certain rights; and that, though the head may control the hands and feet, its
control is limited by the power inherent in the latter, and that its rule over them can
not, therefore, be absolute.

—The humane state, in harmony with what is noblest in human nature—the civilized
state—though it requires an efficient central power, has no tendency toward absolute,
that is, unlimited, political power, as against which the political rights of others count
for nothing, and which is not controlled by some sort of limitation. It is only in
exceptional cases, in times of great public danger, that the government seeks its own
protection in the temporary exercise of absolute power. Threatened by the military
force of a foreign enemy, or greatly agitated by party struggles,—exhausted and
alarmed by outbursts of revolutionary passion,—nations even by whom freedom is
highly prized may demand that protection which none but a dictator can give. When,
in times of great need, the concentration of all public power in the hands of one man
to save the nation becomes necessary, and when the confidence of the people in some
great prince or soldier from whom help is expected is such as to remove all objections
which can rightly be raised against a dictatorship, masculine nations grant absolute
power to one man or else approve it, even when that one man assumes that power of
his own motion. But the danger over, public order and peace re-established, the
people again claim the free exercise of their political rights and privileges. The rule,
therefore, in relation to civilized states is: Nowhere in the state should there be
absolute power, while all power exercised should be regulated by law and defined by
constitutional limitations. The exception to this rule is: In cases of actual necessity
and great public danger, the sovereign power of the government, in answer to that
necessity, may become absolute.

—Wohenever, in modern times, nations have shown a tendency toward absolute
power, it was either because they believed it to be necessary for the removal of
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obsolete institutions, or for the promotion of freedom and reform; or because the
people, in their struggle for a liberal system of government, yielded to the despotism
of their terrorizing leaders, or because they were compelled to seek, for the time
being, the protection of a dictator, to re-establish public order, or to defend the
government against domestic or foreign enemies. In such cases the principle of
constitutional freedom and the public order were the object of the struggle. Absolute
power was used as a means to these ends, or suffered by the people to gain new
strength for the work of progress and reform. Absolute power was nowhere the ideal
people desired to see realized. Wherever it has been sought to be permanently
established, the attempt has been, among the civilized nations of our age,
unsuccessful. The character of our age demands an efficient and energetic
government, but at the same time insists that its powers shall be limited, and exercised
with moderation. The people of our age are not willing to submit to absolute power
beyond the actual necessities of the case. A government which tries to secure absolute
power for any purpose other than the maintenance of public order and a free exercise
of its organic functions, is at war with the spirit of the age, and thereby endangers its
own existence.

MAX. EBERHART, Tr.
J. C. BLUNTSCHLI.
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ABSOLUTISM

ABSOLUTISM.1 This word is generally used to describe a form of government in
which the head of the state wields power without any regular control, and without any
limits imposed to his power by political institutions. Absolutism is found outside of
monarchies, as in an aristocracy, a democratic legislature with a single house, or an
assembly of the people in a very small state, where the majority unite in themselves
all power. These are all examples of absolutism. As a rule, however, when absolutism
is mentioned we have almost always a monarchy in view. A distinction is made
between absolutism and despotism in this, that an absolute monarch may be naturally
well disposed and inclined to remain within the bounds of law, or what is relatively
legal, while the despot respects no law, and acts according to his caprice without
regard to the interests of the people. There may be partisans of absolutism, but who
would confess to any indulgence for despotism?

—If we seek for arguments in favor of absolute monarchy, we can find scarcely
anything more solid than sentiment, and a certain distortion of sentiment called
mysticism. To speak of a divine gift of paternal authority is mysticism. Who in our
day is not convinced that government exists for the good of the nation, and that men
were not created that a king may have numerous servants and dependents. If,
however, mysticism sometimes favors absolutism, there are other feelings which are
shocked at the thought of having a master, and it is these feelings that constitute the
dignity of human nature.

—The only rational argument in favor of this form of government is found in the
political immaturity or backwardness of certain nations. It is said that barbarous
people need a strong hand to restrain them; but why should a barbarous or semi-
civilized nation need a stronger government than a people altogether savage, who
frequently recognize no authority at all? There is no logical necessity here. Should it
happen to a barbarous people to fall into the hands of a man of genius, a monarch in
advance of his subjects, of course a great advantage would result; they would be
urged forward with vigor and intelligence in the path of progress. This, however,
would be but chance, a happy accident, and would furnish no argument in favor of the
system. What nation with even a pretense to civilization cares to be called barbarian?

—Let us now see if absolute power is really exercised anywhere in political life. It
seems to us that it is not. We find checks and limits to the human will on every side,
and the most powerful of these checks comes from the will of others. Sometimes
these restraints are evident; again they are occult, and are felt only instinctively; but
they always exist.

—According to the degree of civilization of a state, power, unrestricted by law, is
limited in various ways. On the one hand, by manners, customs and traditions; on the
other, by religion; still again, by the fear of revolt or the vengeance of the injured. In
the most enlightened countries, public opinion exercises, at times, an influence which
can not be gainsaid. It is so difficult to rise above: "What will they say?"
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—Thus far we have discussed absolute power in the hands of a monarch, but it may
also be exercised by collective governing bodies, either aristocratic or democratic.

—Wohen absolute power is the attribute of an aristocracy, it becomes odious sooner
than in any other form of government. First of all, because it enters more quickly into
the period of abuse, and because, if in an absolute monarchy the sovereign with his
favorites and devoted servants may commit much wrong, they can not do so much in
this direction as aristocratic families with their hangers-on and partisans. It is often the
case that these dominant families are descended from conquerors belonging to another
nationality and a different religion, that they are distinguished by the color of their
skin or other external marks. In this case, these families have, on the one hand, a
greater tendency to abuse their power and become tyrants, and on the other, the
subject populations are less inclined to give them credit even for the good they receive
from their government. An aristocracy as a collective body is less influenced by the
restraints which limit the excesses of absolute monarchs; they fear the loss of power
less.

—1In a democracy, absolute power seems to be the just and natural attribute of
government. Is not this government the result of election? Does it not perfectly
represent the will of the nation? Is it not theoretically, at least, responsible to the
nation?

—Still, absolute power is, in every case, too weighty a burden to be easily borne by
men. While a despot may allow the reins of power to drop from his feeble hands to
see them picked up by some favorite, a representative assembly may often be led into
excess by even a generous sentiment, and thereby still further increase the burden on
its shoulders. Absolute power in democratic governments is not altogether rational
except when the government is elected unanimously. In that case each man would be
the subject of his own will or of the power which he himself created. In practice, this
never takes place, for majorities govern and often oppress minorities. They oppress
them with the less scruple since they are the majority and have the letter of the law on
their side.

—The question may be put whether the nation itself has absolute power over one of
its own members. The assertion, pure and simple, of such a principle would seem
revolting in our day, although eminent men have upheld a doctrine which favor this
view. To admit the absolute power of a nation is to justify religious persecution,
slavery, and many other horrors with which humanity has stained its annals.

—From deduction to deduction we have come implicitly to the question whether laws
can command absolute obedience. We shall not give a definite answer to this question
here, for we are not writing a treatise on casuistry. We have not to seek for the special
cases in which a nation uses or abuses its power, nor in what cases the abuse should
be submitted to and suffered. We shall say, simply, that we owe some sacrifice to
society in exchange for the benefits which we receive from it. But the measure of the
sacrifice must be found by each man in his own conscience. (See DESPOTISM,
TYRANNY.)

PLL v5 (generated January 22, 2010) 32 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/1679



Online Library of Liberty: Cyclopaedia of Political Science, Political Economy, and of the Political
History of the United States, vol. 1 Abdication-Duty

MAURICE BLOCK.
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ABSTENTION

ABSTENTION. This word was formerly employed in the civil law, and was
synonymous with renunciation of the right of inheritance. It is now used only in a
political sense, and means the renunciation of the exercise of one's rights.

—Abstention is resorted to by political parties in a minority. These parties,
sometimes, seeing that their efforts to bring about the triumph of their views are
fruitless, feel loath to allow their adversaries to witness their defeat. Sometimes they
propose to protest against oppression, real or imaginary. At such times they think that
by voting they recognize the rightfulness of the act or of the government which they
oppose.

—Abstention is likewise resorted to in cases arising from a conflict of duties, feelings
or interests.

—We would call attention only to the case in which persons abstain from voting
through neglect. An abstention so causeless and even so culpable can not be justified.

—Can abstention by a political party be justified? We think not. In the first place, it is
a species of self-annulment, a kind of political suicide, which can no more be excused
than the act of taking one's own life. Besides, by retiring from the field, a party loses
the chance of gaining an advantage by a sudden change in public opinion. By taking a
part in political movements, by mingling with his fellow-citizens at election times,
and by presenting himself as a candidate for their votes, a man may expect to
propagate his political views with more or less success, and to exercise some
influence on the destiny of his country. One owes his country not only his blood, but
his self-devotion and his talent.

—To the orator who remains silent, we might say: If you had spoken, we should
perhaps have yielded to your arguments. You have no right to question the
intelligence, the loyalty and the patriotism of your fellow-citizens, even when they
profess opinions opposed to your own. What right have you to consider yourself
infallible? Are you very sure that our reply would not have convinced you of your
error, and converted you to our way of thinking?

—We might remind those who practice abstention—which generally happens in
special cases—on account of a conflict of duties or interests, of the law of Solon,
which provided that every citizen should decide in favor of one or other of the parties
of the country, because abstention often prolongs intestine struggles. Besides, it is
seldom that after sifting things to the bottom, we do not find that one or other of these
duties or interests should prevail. Under these circumstances, the failure to come to a
decision is an evidence of intellectual indolence.
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—In conflicts of feeling or sentiment, if patriotism is at stake, there can be no doubt
as to which side one should take. Did Brutus hesitate between patriotism and paternal
love? A private citizen may hesitate; a public man, never: noblesse oblige.

—1It is apparent that we do not approve abstention in any case, and we seldom see
cases in which it can be excused. Sometimes we are forced to look upon it as a

weakness, and for weakness there can be only pity.

MAURICE BLOCK.
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ABUSES IN POLITICS

ABUSES IN POLITICS. Abuses are a consequence of human weakness. No form of
government, no organization can prevent them altogether. The more ignorant a
people, the more frequent abuses are. If, instead of being supposed to know the law,
every man really knew it, he would vindicate his rights and obtain justice, in the
majority of cases. The fear of having a complaint entered by the injured party would
of itself prevent many abuses. Unfortunately there is a certain amount of inertia in us
all, which prevents the seeking of reparation, whenever the damage done us is not
very great. Sometimes, it is true, we are inspired by a laudable feeling of forbearance
when the question is one of fact, and that an isolated one; but when it is a question of
principle or of precedent, it is the duty of every man to defend his own rights as well
as the rights of those who are injured in his person.

BLOCK.
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ABYSSINIA

ABYSSINIA, an extensive country of eastern Africa, in the upper valley of the Nile.
It is bounded on the north by Nubia; on the east by Adel, and by a narrow belt of Arab
coast land washed by the Red sea; on the south and southwest by almost unexplored
regions; and on the west by lands which are little known to us, and inhabited by negro
tribes. Its length from north to south may be 540 geographical miles; its breadth from
east to west is about the same as its length. Approximately its area is equal to, if not
larger than, that of France. The population is supposed to be nearly 4,500,000.

—Taken as a whole, Abyssinia is a great mountainous plateau which rises to a height
of 8,000 feet or more above the level of the Red sea and the extensive plains of Adel.
On the north and west, the plateau slopes toward the plains of Atbara; on the
southwest it inclines toward the valley of the Bahr-el-Azrek or Blue river; on the
south it extends in the direction of Kafa and Enarea, countries as yet but little known.
Its surface, which is very uneven, presents a succession of plains of different
elevations, of abrupt mountains and deep valleys. In the south there is a great
depression containing a large lake known by the two names of Tzana and Dembéa.
About its middle the plateau is cut in two, from west to east, by a broad fissure or
furrow more than 2,000 feet deep, through which flow the tumultuous waters of the
river Takkazze, one of the two great rivers of the Abyssinian plateau. The other river
is the Abai, which in Nubia is called the Bahr-el-Azrek or Blue river. This cut
between the north and the south of Abyssinia, establishes a natural division which, at
different periods, was considered as a political line of demarkation, and which to a
certain extent may also be called an ethnographical boundary. North of the Takkazze
and as far as the sea-board the country is called Tigré. On the south it is called
Ambhara, of which Shoa, which was formerly an independent kingdom, is now a
subdivision. The capital of Tigré was formerly Axoum. It is now Adowa. The capital
of Amhara is Gondar; it is the residence of the emperors of Abyssinia. Ankobér is the
capital of Shoa. There are about 7,000 or 8,000 inhabitants in Ankobér, and the same
number in Adowa. Gondar may have twice that number.

—The Abyssinians divide their country into three natural parts: first the kolla or lower
plains, then the déza or uplands, and the ouinadéga or intermediary provinces. The
lowlands, which are naturally the warmer, produce nearly all the vegetables and fruit
trees grown in tropical countries, such as cotton, indigo, the gum tree, the ebony tree,
the sugar-cane, the date tree, bananas, the coffee tree, etc. The lands in the middle part
of the country have a temperature which may be likened to that of lower Italy and of
the south of Spain. They readily produce most of the cereals, fruits and vegetables
found in the temperate and the southern parts of Europe.

—With the exception of the gold washings in the extreme western and southwestern
sections, the mineral wealth of Abyssinia, or the greater part of it, is still locked up in
the recesses of the earth. Small squares of salt constitute the currency of the country.
This salt comes mostly from the lagoons lying between the northeast top of the
plateau and the beach of the Red sea.
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—The inhabitants belong to several distinct races. The Semitic element, the
immigration of which dates back to an unknown period, spread particularly over the
Tigré country. Its language is called the Giz. This region was colonized by the Greeks
who came to Egypt during the reign of Ptolemy Euergetes. The so-called Ethiopian
race is also spread over the Tigré; but it predominates almost exclusively in Amhara
and the rest of the country. It presents striking points of resemblance to the Galla
tribes in the southwest of Abyssinia, a remnant of the Berber nation which possessed
northern Africa in ancient times, and whose origin has been so much mooted.
Abyssinian society has adopted some of the manners and customs of civilized nations,
while in other respects it still retains the barbaric usages of African tribes. The
Abyssinians are Christians of the Greek rite. The Gallas are Mussulmans.

—In Abyssinia there are three remnants of civilization. The first was
contemporaneous with ancient. Egypt, and was attributed by Herodotus to the
Ethiopians. The Jews revived it. The Abyssinian dynasty is said to date back to
Menilek, the son of Solomon and the legendary queen of Sheba. His descendants, it is
related, reigned without interruption down to the eleventh century after Christ, when
they were expelled by other Jewish kings who had not, like the descendants of
Menilek, embraced Christianity. They were reinstated three centuries later. Their last
descendant was living in 1840. The second civilization, introduced by the Greek kings
of Axoum and by Christian missionaries of the fourth century, partook of the Greek
and Egyptian character. The use of the Greek language became pretty general, at least
among the higher classes. It was used in public inscriptions either alone or together
with the Giz.

—1In Abyssinia Christianity has neither hastened nor followed the progress of
civilization. Like other countries subject to Greek empire, and still more on account of
its remoteness, Abyssinia was left isolated, by the Mussulmans, from European
civilization. Of the laws of Europe it has preserved only a few fragments of the
Theodosian code.

—Abyssinian Christians are monophysites; in other words, they believe that there is
only one nature in Jesus Christ. One of their confessions of faith is peculiarly
Nestorian, like the confessions of nearly all the Christian churches in Asia. A
Portuguese expedition overran Abyssinia in the sixteenth century, after which the
Jesuits came and made three hundred thousand proselytes; but persecution soon
blotted out every vestige of Catholicism in Abyssinia.

—The Abyssinian, like every other monarchy, has had its changes and its revolutions.
Sometimes it extended its authority over the entire territory, and often it had to
contend against independent chiefs. Subdivision of the country and a state of anarchy,
favored by local circumstances and the difference of origin of the population, have
been frequent during the last century and a half. Tigré and Shoa recognized, it is true,
the nominal supremacy of the king or emperor, who resided at Goudar, in Amhara,
but in reality they were independent of him. The emperor, or the A/i¢, had been
gradually stripped of his authority by the Ras, a sort of mayor of the palace. But the
Ras had to contend for the mastery over each province, with feudal chiefs, the most
powerful among whom assumed the title of king (négous). Oubié rose to power in
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1840. He had conquered nearly all Abyssinia, when he was defeated and killed by
Kassa. The latter took the name of Theodore, and proclaimed himself the restorer of
the ancient Abyssinian power. His intelligence seemed to be equal to his pretensions;
but subsequently he lost much of his force of character in the exercise of his authority
which was menaced, and in the struggle in which he imprudently engaged with
England.

—In 1861, Négousieh, a relative of Oubié, proclaimed himself négous of Tigré. In
Europe, Négousieh was thought to favor French influence in Abyssinia; while
Theodore was looked upon as a friend of the English. Négousieh was vanquished and
cruelly put to death by his rival. The triumph of the latter was considered, in Europe,
the success of English policy, and England was supposed to entertain plans of
colonization in Abyssinia.

—Suddenly the news was brought to England that king Theodore had imprisoned Mr.
Cameron, the British consul, at Massowah, a small Arab town situated on the coast
beyond the limits of Abyssinia. The consul had wished to negotiate a commercial
treaty between Theodore and the English government, as Lefévre had endeavored to
do between Oubi¢ and France, in 1840. Theodore had consented to the treaty, and had
even sent a communication to the queen of England, not, as some have said, to offer
her his hand in marriage, but to propose an alliance between England and Abyssinia
(1863). Mr. Cameron was intrusted to carry the dispatch to England, but he brought
back no answer. Besides, on his way, he had tarried among the Turks of Nubia, the
hereditary enemies of the Abyssinians. Theodore caused him to be imprisoned, as also
several English and German missionaries and their families. The British government,
which up to that time had rather discouraged than encouraged intermeddling with
Abyssinian affairs by Mr. Cameron, sent Mr. Rassam, bearer of a dispatch from the
queen, to demand the liberation of the prisoners. At first Mr. Rassam was kindly
received, and all the captives were set free in his presence. Afterward, suddenly, on
account of some unexplained suspicion, Theodore caused to be put in irons all the
Europeans in Abyssinia, together with the envoy himself (1866).

—It was then resolved to send an expedition to Abyssinia, for the sole purpose of
obtaining reparation for this outrage against the law of nations. The expedition was
prepared in India, which offered better resources than Europe to carry on a war in
Africa. Between September and December, 1867, about 15,000 men were forwarded
to Abyssinia. Sir Robert Napier, the commander of the expedition, demanded of
Theodore the setting at liberty of the prisoners as the only condition of peace. Among
the prisoners were 61 Europeans and 150 Abyssinians. Upon his refusal, one-third of
the army of invasion was ordered to advance, across the table-lands and the
precipices, to compel him into acquiesence, in the fortress of Magdala, where he had
retired with the captives. On the 15th of March, 1868, 5,000 men appeared on the
plateau of Dalanta, in front of the fortress. The army of Theodore which at first was
150,000 strong, had been reduced by desertion to 6,000 men. These 6,000 men
attacked the English and were repulsed, leaving on the field of battle 2,000 of their
number. The English had only 20 wounded, and not one killed. On the following day
Theodore sued for peace on the terms proposed to him before the expedition, and
which were refused. Then the king set free the European and put to death the
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Abyssinian captives, and when an assault was made on the fortress he took his own
life. The English army retired from Abyssinia without broaching the subject of
establishing themselves there. It was sufficient for them to renew the prestige of their
arms, which enables them to rule in the East by the maintenance of only small armies.

—Neither nature nor man has adapted Abyssinia to commerce on a large scale. The
surface of the country and the absence of navigable streams render communication
with the interior very difficult. In the whole country there is not a single road which
deserves the name of a highway. Each canton has its own market for daily needs.
Foreign commodities are carried to Abyssinia every year by caravans between the
coast and Amhara. There is a special demand for coarse but showy cloth, silk and
cotton fabrics, velvets, printed hand-kerchiefs and calicoes, all of an inferior or
middling quality; also for toys, looking-glasses, needles, articles of glass-ware,
weapons and fire-arms, black pepper, and various trinkets. In exchange, the caravans
bring back principally gums, coffee, ivory, myrrh, wax, honey, ostrich feathers,
peltries, horns, gold, musk, mules, wheat, and slaves.

—The manufacture of cottonades is the chief industry of the country. The principal
trades are those of weavers, metal-workers, blacksmiths, metal-founders, gunsmiths,
goldsmiths. The various industries are centered mainly at Gondar. As a rule, and for
ordinary purposes, every man in Abyssinia is his own artisan.

—All traffic between Abyssinia and foreign lands converges at Massowah, one of the
best harbors on the Red sea. The city and the fort are now governed by a Turkish
officer appointed by the Ottoman government at Djedda. France, England and Austria
have each a consul at Massowah. In 1859 France acquired Adulis, and in 1860,
Obhok.

—In ordinary times two principal caravans, the larger in the month of July or June,
arrive at Massowah from Gondar every year. Smaller caravans come in every month.
Caravans also come from Taka and Khartoum. A document published by the minister
of agriculture and commerce estimates at 14,000,000 francs the general business
transacted at the port of Massowah in 1859. Of this sum the imports amounted to
12,000,000 francs in round numbers, and the exports, 2,000,000. If these figures are
correct, they show a great increase, as compared with the estimates for the preceding
years.

—BIBLIOGRAPHY: Wanderings among the Falashas in Abyssinia, by Stern;
London, 1862. Voyage en Abyssinie, by Ferret and Galinier; Paris, 1847. Travels in
Abyssinia, by Plowden; London, 1868. Lefebvre, Voyage en Abyssinie; 6 vols. with
an atlas, 1845-50. The British Expedition to Abyssinia, by Hozier; London, 1869.
Reconnoitering in Abyssinia, by Wilkins; London, 1870. A History of the Abyssinian
Expedition, by Markham; London, 1869.

MAURICE BLOCK.
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ACADEMIES

ACADEMIES. "To give unity to truths scattered over the earth:" nothing proves more
clearly the need of academic bodies than these simple words dropped, as if by chance,
from the pen of a celebrated French writer, Bernardin de Saint-Pierre, at the beginning
of his Chaumiere Indienne. Unity and multiplicity: such is the law of nature, as well
in the intellectual and moral as in the material order. Hence the need of bringing
thinking men together, so as to unite at a common focus their scattered and
unconnected ideas.

—Academic bodies continue the work of the great teaching bodies: in the latter,
masters and scholars come together; in the former, masters only. The word academy
often means a school, as for instance, the philosophical school of Plato, in the garden
of Academus at Athens. This meaning of the word was preserved through the middle
ages, as it has been down to our own time, in the universities of Germany, whose
graduates continue to bear the title of civis academicus, although academies are
devoted to the advancement of science, while universities, taking the branches of
knowledge at their present state of advancement, confine themselves to giving an
exposition of such branches of knowledge to those who attend them. This distinction
made, we shall consider academies in the generally accepted sense of the term, as
societies of men distinguished for their knowledge and their talents, who confer
together on certain questions of literature, science and art.

—It is the duty of every government to know and to follow the intellectual movement
of the nation. Learned societies afford it the means of doing this. Their origin is
frequently a modest one. Sometimes patrons of literature lay their foundation. Liberty
and independence are of their essence. An academy which would consent to endure
any pressure, especially that of authority, would soon be stricken with impotence.
Thought, in order to labor fruitfully in the search after truth, should be free from all
embarrassing prepossession and preoccupation. The interference of power, when
limited to moral protection and material assistance, in no way affects the liberty of
academic action. Learned societies when deprived of governmental aid are able, only
in exceptional cases, to rise to the height of really national institutions and exercise on
men's minds all the influence of which they are capable. It follows that there are two
kinds of academies: state academies and free academies, just as there are in high
education, free universities (few in number, it is true) and state universities. What the
state can and should do, if only in its own interest, is to surround its academies and
learned men with the consideration due them. Great monarchs, powerful ministers,
such as Peter the Great in Russia and Richelieu in France, understood perfectly well
the power which the cultivation of letters, science and art gives the state. The efforts
of vulgar levelers will always fail when opposed by classes of men distinguished for
their intelligence. Intelligence is a privilege which can not be abolished since it is not
conventional, but inherent in the very nature of man.

—Independent of the functions peculiar to an academy and dependent on its internal
organization, there are functions common to all academies because they belong to
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them from the very principle of their existence. Academies, therefore, as central
organs of the intellectual life of the nation, acquainted with the progress of the human
mind at home and abroad, cause the public to share that progress by means of oral
discussion, by their periodical transactions, and by all the means which the greatest
publicity can suggest. In this regard, academies partake of the nature of legislative
bodies in democratic states, with this difference, however, that scientific questions can
not be decided by majorities. As a scientific jury, however, an academy decides by a
plurality of votes for or against the merits of papers written in answer to questions
which it has proposed for discussion.

—It would be difficult to give an idea of the number of academies and learned
societies in the civilized world. A learned German, Dr. Ami Boué¢, member of the
imperial academy of sciences of Vienna, in a work which forms a part of The Report
of the Third Session of the International Statistical Congress, gives the number at
19,000, of which 18,436 are still in existence. Chronologically, the 19,000
associations (or, more correctly, 18,955) are divided into 2 classes, the first containing
1,021, founded during the 589 years which elapsed between the thirteenth century and
1790, and the second, 17,934, in the short subsequent period. After having thus shown
the progress made by learned societies, "it is not possible to go backwards," says the
author; "it is a mathematical, material and political impossibility."

—FEthnographically considered, the Anglo-Saxon races have twice as many learned
societies as the Latin races, to which the Germanic races are a little inferior in this
respect. From the point of view of religion, the Protestants have, in proportion to their
population, four times as many learned societies as the Catholics, and a hundred and
forty times as many as the Greeks.

—These statistics, as we have just seen, carry us back to the thirteenth century—the
epoch from which the revival of letters dates. It was the age of Brunetto Latini,
Dante's teacher. The first quarter of the succeeding century in France witnessed the
establishment of the academy of floral games, at Toulouse, the work of the
troubadours of Languedoc and Provence. From Italy came the literary impetus,
afterwards felt by all Christian nations; during the fifteenth century by the Platonic
academy established under Lorenzo di Medici, which professed Neoplatonism (Pico
dela Mirandola was a member of it); in the sixteenth century by the academy della
Crusca, in the seventeenth century by the de/ Cimento, all in Florence, which is justly
considered the cradle of existing learned bodies. We shall now consider the most
celebrated societies, classifying them by countries.

—FRANCE. The Institut National, established at Paris, is the realization of a thought
expressed in the following terms in the constitution of the 5th Fructidor, year II1.:
"There shall be for the entire republic a national institute, charged with collecting and
preserving the results of scientific and other discoveries and perfecting the arts and
sciences." Consisting at first of 3 classes: physical and mathematical sciences, moral
and political sciences, literature and the fine arts, the institute was reorganized in 1803
into 4 classes: physical and mathematical sciences, the French language and literature,
history and ancient literature, and the fine arts. The salary of members was 1,500
francs. In 1816 the institute was reorganized as the French academy, the academy of
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inscriptions and belles-lettres, the academy of sciences, and the academy of fine arts.
In 1832, on the motion of M. Guizot, the academy of moral and political sciences was
re-established. The institute held its first session at the Louvre in the Salle des
Antiques. In 1806 it was located opposite the Louvre, at the hotel Mazarin, which was
afterwards called the Palais de I' Institut. The academy holds sessions every Monday;
the French academy, on Thursdays; the academy of inscriptions, on Fridays; the
academy of moral and political sciences and fine arts, on Saturdays. By a decree of
April 14, 1855, it was provided that the public sessions of the five academies should
take place on the 15th of August of each year. At these sessions lectures are given,
and the Volney prize for linguistics awarded; but since 1871 this session takes place
on October 25th, the anniversary of the founding of the institute. The institute is under
the supervision of the minister of public instruction. It appoints a central
administrative commission from among its own members, to oversee the expenses of
the five academies, as well as a special commission to award the prize in linguistics
established by Volney.

—~Cardinal Richelieu gave legal authorization to a private society, founded by young
men about the year 1629. This was the origin of the French academy. Its letters,
patent, signed by Louis XIII., date as far back as the year 1635. Established for the
study and advancement of the French language, of grammar, poetry and eloquence, it
was charged especially with the composition of the dictionary of the French language,
Dictionnaire de I" Académie, the first edition of which appeared in 1694, and the sixth
in 1835. The French academy, composed of 40 members, admitted neither
corresponding nor associate members. It granted prizes for eloquence and poetry,
prizes from the bequest of Montyon for virtuous acts and for books most useful to
morals, as well as prizes from the bequests of Gobert, Bordin, Lambert, Count de
Maillé Latour-Landry, Edmond Halphen, Thérouanne, and Langlois. The academy
has published 6 volumes of memoirs since 1816.

—The academy of inscriptions and belles-lettres, originally called the little academy,
its members being recruited from among those of the French academy, was founded
in 1663 by Colbert, to examine and pass upon the embellishments of Versailles, as
well as the designs for the tapestry of the king; the devices for the fétes, tokens for the
treasury, and the inscriptions on monuments and medals. In the month of February,
1712, its establishment was confirmed by letters patent of Louis XIV. It was only
under the regency that it joined to its title of belles-letters that of inscriptions. It
numbers 40 members, 8 foreign associates, and 50 corresponding members. Besides
prizes for the best works on the antiquities of France, and the prize of numismatics, it
awards those of the Allier, Hauteroche, Gobert, Bordin, Fould, La Fons-M¢licocq and
Brunet foundations. The memoirs of the members have been published since 1701.
The current series commencing with 1816, comprises 24 volumes, besides 9 volumes
of the memoirs of foreign scholars.

—The academy of sciences is also a creation of Colbert, who established it in 1666,
without any official act of royal authority. It was approved and confirmed in 1699 by
letters patent of the king. Its constitution has always been considered one of the most
liberal in existence. The academy is to-day divided into 11 sections; 5 for the
mathematical sciences, including geometry, mechanics, astronomy, geography and
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navigation, and general physics; and 6 for the physical sciences, including chemistry,
mineralogy, botany, agriculture, anatomy and zo6logy, medicine and surgery. It has
66 titular members, 10 free academicians, 8 foreign associates, and 100 corresponding
members. It gives prizes on its own account; also prizes for medicine and surgery,
experimental physiology, mechanics and statistics, all founded by Montyon; as well
as the prizes founded by Lalande, Baron de Morogues, Laplace, Cuvier, Bordin,
Alhumbert, Trémont, Bréant, Damoiseau, Poncelet, Jecker, Barbier, Godard, Savigny,
Desmazieres, Thore, Fourneyron, Dalmot, Chaussier, de la Fons-M¢licocq, Gegner,
Serres, Lacaze. The collection of the memoirs of the academy of sciences since 1816,
comprises 37 volumes, and 19 from foreign scholars, besides the series of reports of
its sessions which numbers 70 volumes.

—1In France, as well as in Italy, there have been free associations of painters since the
fourteenth century. In 1648 Cardinal Mazarin founded an academy of painting and
sculpture, to which Colbert, in 1671, added an academy of architecture. The academy
had been regularly established by letters patent of King Louis XIV. in 1655. Its
province embraces the arts of design, the competitions for the great prizes for
painting, sculpture, architecture, engraving and musical composition, and the
presentation to the minister of candidates for professorships in the schools of the fine
arts. It has 40 members, divided into 5 sections: painting, sculpture, architecture,
engraving and musical composition; 10 foreign associate members, and an indefinite
number of corresponding members. The prizes founded by Madame Leprince, by
Deschaumes, by Count de Maill¢ Latour Landry, by Bordin, Lambert, Trémont,
Achille Leclere, Troyon, and by Due, are bestowed by this academy.

—The academy of moral and political sciences is comparatively modern. It dates only
from the organization of the institute, 3d Brumaire, year IV. But, suppressed 3rd
Pluviose, year X., it was re-established by royal ordinance Oct. 26, 1832. Its aim is
the cultivation and encouragement of philosophical science, and the science of
government, as is evident from the 5 sections into which it is divided: philosophy;
morals; legislation, public law and jurisprudence; political economy, finance and
statistics; general and philosophical history; (decrees of April 14, 1855, and May 9,
1866). It has 40 titular members, 6 free academicians, with 6 foreign associate and 45
corresponding members. In addition to the prizes which they decree, are those from
the bequests of the following persons: Baron Félix de Beaujour, Baron de Morogues,
Bordin, Léon Faucher, Edmond Halphen, Cousin, and Stassart. It has published 12
volumes of memoirs since 1816, and 2 volumes from foreign scholars. Besides this,
since 1842, a report of the sessions is published regularly. These reports make in all
60 volumes in 4 series: the first 4 are by MM. Loiseau and Vergé, and the succeeding
by the latter alone.

—The Paris academy of medicine was created by Louis XVIII., Dec. 28, 1820, for the
purpose of keeping the government informed of everything affecting public health,
especially epidemics, epizootics, the different kinds of medicine, new remedies and
secret remedies, mineral waters, natural or artificial. It replaced the academy of
surgery in Paris, founded by Louis XV. in 1731. Its sessions are on Tuesdays. The
academy is composed of 97 titular members, 8§ free associate members, 12 national
associate members, 12 foreign associate members, 100 national and 50 corresponding
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members. It is divided into 11 sections: 1, anatomy and physiology; 2, medical
pathology; 3, surgical pathology; 4, therapeutics, and medical natural history; 5,
operative medicine; 6, pathological anatomy; 7, midwifery; 8, public hygiene, medical
jurisprudence and medical police; 9, veterinary medicine; 10, medical chemistry and
physics; 11, pharmacy. Its publications are its annual memoirs, commenced in 1828; a
semi-monthly bulletin, from the year 1836 to the year 1847; and a weekly bulletin
since the latter year. In the annual of 1848 the titles of all its memoirs published up to
that time were given.

—The society of surgery, at Paris, acknowledged to be an establishment of public
utility by an imperial decree of Aug. 29, 1859, was founded July 1, 1843, by 17
surgeons of the hospitals of Paris. The surgical society is very well known. Besides
the regular publication of its memoirs and bulletins, the Gazette des hopitaux,
Moniteur des Sciences and the Union Medicale have special editors charged with
attending the sessions and giving an account of them every week The sessions take
place every Wednesday. The society is composed of 35 regular members, 70 national
corresponding members, 70 foreign corresponding and 20 foreign associate members.
On the second Wednesday of January an official session is held, at which the Duval
prize of books is awarded. An annual contribution by the members, together with the
profits from the sale of books and the charge for diplomas, make up the income of the
society—On May 19 of the same year (1859) the Paris society of anthropology was
founded for the purpose of centralizing and directing research relating to the study of
the races of mankind. Its programme does not comprise simply the description of
these races; it includes also the investigation of their origin, their relations, their
migrations, their civilization present and past, their languages and their monuments.
The society is comprised of 115 French members, 26 foreign members, and 21
corresponding members. Its sessions are held on the first and third Thursdays of each
month. Its resources are the same as those of the surgical society, and, like the latter, it
publishes memoirs and bulletins. Mention should also be made of the central
agricultural society of France, the society of acclimation, the central horticultural
society, and the society for the encouragement of national industry, as among those
which enjoy most consideration. Before leaving France we may refer to its numerous
provincial societies. Each department has at least one, and the taste for historical
studies predominates among their members. A special publication is devoted to them
under the title: Annuaire de l' institut des provinces, des sociétés savantes et des
congres scientifiques, Paris, 1846, and the following years.

—ENGLAND. The royal society of London was established in 1660, for the
advancement of experimental science. A royal charter of July 15, 1662, and a second,
more complete, of April 22 of the following year, constituted it a corporation; a
charter of 1663 is still the fundamental law of the royal society, which had in 1859,
691 members. The society is divided into 8 scientific committees: on mathematics,
astronomy, physics, chemistry, geology, botany, zodlogy, and animal physiology. It
holds its sessions every Thursday, in the great hall of Burlington House, and has an
annual session on St. Andrew's day for the award and distribution of medals. Its
publications are the Philosophical Transactions, a yearly volume; and the
Proceedings, a monthly bulletin. The most recent history of the royal society of
London is that of Mr. Charles Weld.
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—The London astronomical society is composed of 431 members, and 49 associate
members. The astronomical society holds its sessions on the second Friday of every
month, at Somerset House on the Strand. The regular annual meeting takes place on
the second Friday in February. The yearly dues from members are 2 guineas, besides
an admission fee of 2 guineas. The society publishes memoirs and a monthly bulletin,
which mutually supplement each other.

—The geological society of London, which has its headquarters in Somerset House,
had 1,245 members in 1870, of whom 39 were foreigners, 40 foreign corresponding
members, and 3 honorary members. It was founded Nov. 13, 1807, and received a
royal charter in 1826. The dues are 2 guineas a year or 20 guineas for life
membership, and 6 guineas admission fee. The receipts of the society amounted to
2,560 pounds sterling in 1870. A quarterly review, containing many maps and
pictures, has been published since 1845. The publication of the Transactions and the
Proceedings has ceased, since the establishment of the Quarterly Journal, edited by
the adjunct secretaries of the society.

—The British association for the advancement of science was founded by Sir David
Brewster, at York, Sept. 27, 1831. It meets annually, but not always at the same place.
The first meeting, composed of 300 members, was held at York on the 27th of
September, 1831; the succeeding ones in other towns. The association is divided into
7 or 8 sections: the sections of the mathematical and physical sciences; chemistry and
mineralogy; geology; zodlogy; botany; animal and vegetable physiology; geography
and ethonology; statistics and political economy. A central committee, with a fixed
place of abode, does the society's business and publishes an annual volume of reports.

—The Irish academy for the study and advancement of science, politics, literature and
antiquities, at Dublin, recognized by royal patent of Jan. 28, 1786, but which existed
as far back as 1782, was formed by the union of the physico-historical society of
Dublin and the archaological association, societies founded respectively in 1740 and
in 1772. The academy consists of 245 paying members, 62 honorary members, and 21
corresponding members. It is divided into 3 classes: sciences: history and belles-
lettres; and archeology. It receives 300 pounds sterling from the government, and
publishes memoirs under the usual title of Transactions, as well as Proceedings.

—1In 1731 a society was founded at Edinburgh, which in 1739 became the society of
literature and science. After absorbing the society of medicine and surgery, it received
the title of philosophical society, and published 3 volumes of essays in succession. It
was recognized by the government March 29, 1783. It has 279 members, 136 paying
members. The fee is 3 guineas annually, or 50 guineas for life membership, besides 5
pounds for a diploma. The Philosophical Transactions have been published regularly
since 1788, and the Proceedings since 1836.

—England has a number of historical societies, among which are the royal society of
literature of the United Kingdom, at London, founded in 1823, which, besides books,
has published a great work on hieroglyphics, with 60 plates; the historical society of
London, founded in 1837 or 1838, and which has 100 members, who pay a yearly fee
of 5 guineas, to which is due the publication of a history of the Anglican church; the
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historical society of sciences, at London, founded in 1840, for the publication of
documents on the history of the sciences and their condition at different periods, the
members paying an annual fee of one pound sterling. Another society founded also in
London, in 1842, is devoted to the ancient history of England.

—GERMANY. The academy of sciences at Berlin, founded in 1707, by Frederick I.,
at the suggestion of the illustrious Leibnitz, its first president, is governed by the royal
statutes of March 31, 1838, which replaced those of Jan. 24, 1812. On Jan. 1, 1871, it
had 46 regular members, 22 of the class of the physical and mathematical sciences,
and 24 of the philosophical and historical class. It has 13 foreign members of the
former, and 2 of the latter class, besides 11 honorary members, 83 corresponding
members of the class of sciences, and 100 of the class of philosophy. All regular
members receive an annual salary of 200 thalers. There are weekly sessions, and three
solemn public sessions each year: on January 24th, the anniversary of the birth of
King Frederick II.; July 3rd, in memory of Leibnitz; and on the anniversary of the
birth of the reigning sovereign. The publications of this society consist in memoirs
and monthly reports.

—The royal society of sciences at Gottingen, the foundation of which dates from
1751, has always been among the most celebrated in Germany. At present, the
number of its regular members is 8 in the class of physical sciences, 6 in the
mathematical sciences, and 10 in that of history and philology; it has honorary
members, foreign associate members, and corresponding members. The maximum
number of associate members is fixed at 25, and of corresponding members at 50, for
each class. Besides a weekly critical journal, which appears under its auspices, the
society publishes a monthly bulletin of its sessions, and yearly memoirs, of which the
last series, dating from 1811, makes 20 volumes, the first 8 volumes being in Latin.
The title of the critical journal is: Goettingische gelehrte Anzeigen, that of the
bulletin: Nachrichten von der koeniglichen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften und der
G. A. Universitdt.

—The royal academy of sciences at Munich, organized according to law on the 28th
of March, 1759, is divided into 3 classes: philosophy and philology; physical and
mathematical sciences; and history. The first class numbers 13 ordinary members and
1 member extraordinary, 62 foreign and 8 corresponding members. There are
respectively 17, 8, 85, 81 members of the second class, and 16, 6, 37, 35 for the third
class above referred to, besides 15 honorary members of the 3 classes together. The
class of mathematical and physical sciences is subdivided into 8 sections: natural
history; astronomy; mathematics and mechanics; physics, chemistry; zodlogy,
anatomy and physiology; botany; mineralogy and geognosy.

—We may mention further in Germany, the Leopold academy, a society of
naturalists, established at present in Jena. Its members, native and foreign, take or
receive each as a surname, that of some scientific celebrity.2 It is a great institution
whose history has been published by one of its own members, Mr. Neigebaur. It takes
its name from the Emperor Leopold I., who took it under his protection in 1677.
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—AUSTRIA. The imperial academy of sciences of Vienna was founded in 1652, and
reorganized under letters patent of the Emperor Ferdinand I., dated May 14, 1847. It is
divided into 2 classes, the class of mathematical and natural sciences, and the class of
philosophy and history. Its personnel consists of 60 active members, 30 of each class,
120 corresponding members, 60 of each class, (30 from the empire and 30 from
foreign countries), and 24 honorary members, (8 from the empire and 16 from foreign
countries).

—The other great academies of Austria are: the imperial and royal academy of fine
arts at Vienna, founded in 1704; the imperial and royal academy of medicine and
surgery, named after Joseph II., and founded at Vienna in 1786; the imperial
geographical society of Vienna, a free association founded January, 1856; the royal
society of sciences, at Prague, founded as a free society in 1769, and divided into 2
classes like the academy of Vienna, having 21 regular members, 46 members
extraordinary, 7 honorary, 75 foreign and corresponding members; the Hungarian
academy of sciences, at Pesth, founded by the Hungarian estates in the diet
1825-1827, for the cultivation and propagation mainly of science in the Hungarian
language, and divided into 3 sections: languages and belles-lettres; philosophical,
social and historical sciences; and the mathematical and natural sciences.

—ITALY. Twelve principal academies fix the attention of the learned world in the
Italian peninsula: the royal academy of Turin, divided into 2 classes, the class of
physical and mathematical sciences, and that of the moral, historical and philological
sciences; the academy of painting and fine arts, in the same city, founded during the
last century; the royal academy della Crusca, at Florence, which has edited the fifth
edition of its dictionary of the Italian language; the academy of science and art of the
Fisiocritici, founded in 1691, at Sienna, where the purest Italian is spoken; the royal
academy of sciences and belles-lettres of Naples, founded in 1780, and reorganized in
the month of September, 1860; the academy of fine arts of the same city; the royal
academy of science, letters and art, of Milan, founded in 1812 and reorganized in
1860; the academy of sciences, letters and arts, of Milan, founded in 1812 and
reorganized in 1860; the academy of sciences, letters and arts, of Padua, founded by a
decree of the Venetian senate, March 18, 1779; the institute of science, letters and
arts, of Venice, which was established in 1802 by the Cisalpine republic: the academy
of sciences of the institute of Bologna, which dates back to the year 1690, and in
which Pope Benedict XIV. established a class of bursers in 1745; the academy of
sciences and belles-lettres of Palermo, certainly the oldest in existence, since its origin
goes back to 1231; the academy of sciences of Catana, founded in 1744.

—SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. Besides the literary and scientific, known as the
academy of jurisprudence and legislation, the academy of medicine, the academy of
archzology, the atheneum, etc., there are in Madrid 5 royal academies subsidized by
the government, viz.: the Spanish academy or academy of the national language; the
academy of history; the academy of higher arts, painting, sculpture and architecture,
called also the academy of San Fernando, founded under Philip V., but which began
its labors only in 1752, under Ferdinand VI.; the academy of exact sciences, physical
and natural, which dates only from 1847; and the academy of moral and political
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sciences, more recent still, since it was created by article 160 of the law of Sept. 9,
1857, and by royal decree of the 30th of the same month.

—After the academy of sciences of Thomar, in Estramadura, in 1752, and after the
royal Portuguese academy of Mafra, founded by the Marquis of Pombal, the royal
academy of sciences at Lisbon was founded Dec. 24, 1779. It is divided into 2
departments: the first of natural, and the second of political and moral sciences. The
president of it is always a prince of the reigning dynasty. The royal academy of fine
arts at Lisbon, the academy of fine arts and the polytechnic academy, both at Oporto,
are institutions in which special branches of knowledge are taught.

—RUSSIA. The imperial academy of sciences of St. Petersburg is a creation of Peter
the Great, who after conferring with Leibnitz and other illustrious personages of the
time, founded it Jan. 28, 1724. The empress Catharine II. founded the Russian
academy in 1783, to encourage the development of literature, and in 1841 the Russian
academy was incorporated with the academy of sciences by the emperor Nicholas. As
at present organized, the imperial academy is divided into 3 classes or sections: 1, that
of the physico-mathematical sciences; 2, the class of literature and the Russian
language, with a separate management; 3, the historico-philological class. The
researches of the academy are contained in 8 different collections of commentaries,
acts, memoirs, and in a scientific bulletin intended for short notices, the publication of
which should not be delayed.

—The imperial academy of medicine and surgery, at St. Petersburg, founded Feb. 12,
1799, and reorganized in 1802, is a school of medicine, attended both by a great
number of medical students and students of the veterinary art and pharmacy. It
publishes three different collections of reports, in Russian, German and French.

—The imperial academy of fine arts at St. Petersburg is an educational institution,
with 300 students of painting, sculpture, architecture, engraving, etc. There are also
museums of painting, sculpture and architecture, with models of different edifices,
ancient and modern, of Christian archaological objects, and a library; likewise an
institution and studio of mosaic painting, where the mosaic art is taught and orders
executed under the direction of a professor of the academy, and belonging to the
academy. In one of the halls meetings of architects and other artists are held.

—The imperial Russian geographical society of St. Petersburg dates only from 1845.
It was founded August 6th of that year, and has 4 sections: mathematical geography,
physical geography, ethnography, and statistics. Separate sections were established in
1851 at Irkutsk, in Siberia, and in 1850 in the Caucasus. In 1867 2 new sections were
founded: the section of the western provinces and that of Orenburg. The publications
of the society comprise, in addition to several special collections, 18 volumes of
memoirs, a monthly bulletin, monographs, maps and atlases.

—SWEDEN. The Swedish academy at Stockholm was founded by Gustavus III.,
March 20, 1786. In the discourse with which this sovereign inaugurated the sessions,
he announced that his object was to fix the rules and extend the knowledge of the
Swedish language, to celebrate and revive national memories, as well as to pronounce
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the eulogy of great men who had served or saved the country, and thus contribute not
only to ennobling the language, but to increasing the glory of the most illustrious sons
of Sweden. The memoirs of the academy are published annually, and contain
biographies of distinguished Swedes, the compositions which have taken the prize for
eloquence and poetry as well as literary, historical, philosophical and philological
dissertations by members of the academy. These memoirs, published from 1786 to
1871, contain 51 volumes 8vo. In 1857 the prize for poetry was awarded to Prince
Oscar, for his songs in honor of the Swedish fleet. In 1870 the academy published the
first number of its great dictionary of the Swedish language.

—DENMARK. In 1742 was founded the Societas Hafniensis bonis artibus
promovendis. Christian VI. recognized it the following year, and four years later it
became the present royal society of science of Copenhagen. Its publications,
illustrated by a great number of plates, are numerous and important, especially in the
domain of the mathematical sciences, physics and natural history. At present the fifth
series of the memoirs of the two classes of sciences and letters has been reached. For
six years past the memoirs as well as the bulletins are accompanied by French
summaries. Its first centennial history, from 1742 to 1842, has been published by
Molbeck.

—BELGIUM. The imperial and royal academy of sciences and belles-letters at
Brussels, created by letters patent of the empress Maria Theresa, (Dec. 16, 1772),
ceased to exist under the French régime. Re-established May 7, 1816, it was
reorganized by a royal decision of Dec. 1, 1845, as the royal academy of sciences,
literature and fine arts of Belgium. Each of these 3 branches constitutes a class
composed of 30 members, 10 corresponding members, and 50 associates, besides 7
academicans, forming a royal commission on history, to publish inedited Belgian
chronicles. In the class of literature two commissions have been appointed, one
charged with the publication of the ancient monuments of Flemish literature, the other
with collecting the works of the great writers of the country. The members of the 3
classes have undertaken the editing of a national biography. It is very difficult to get a
complete collection of the publications of the academy since its foundation,
monographs, memoirs, notices, reports of meetings, and annuals. In the first volume
of the Annuaire de la bibliotheque royale de Belgique, by Baron de Reiffenberg, the
extent of this collection may be seen, with additions in the volumes of the following
years.

—A royal Belgian academy of medicine exists also at Brussels. Created by a royal
decision of Sept. 19, 1841, it is composed of regular members, associate members,
corresponding members, and honorary members. Its publications consist of memoirs
and monthly bulletins.

—HOLLAND. The royal academy of sciences at Amsterdam, instituted by royal
ordinance of Oct. 26, 1851, has taken the place of the royal institute of Holland,
established in May, 1808, by the king of Holland, Louis Napoleon. The academy,
divided into 2 sections, has published a great number of works, the titles of which
may be found in a pamphlet: Revue des sociétés savantes de la Néerlande, published
in 1857, by W. Vrolik.
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—ASIA. The society of arts and sciences at Batavia is the oldest of all the learned
bodies of Asia. Founded April 24, 1778, it felt the influence of the East India
company, with its alternations of prosperity and decline. There are two other learned
societies in Batavia: the royal academy of natural sciences, founded in 1850, and the
industrial and agricultural society of the Dutch East Indies.

—BIBLIOGRAPHY: Haymann, Kurzgefasste Geschichte der vornehmsten
Gesellschaften der Gelehrten, Leipzig, 1743; Verzeichniss der Universitdten,
Akademien, gelehrten Gesellschaften, Leipsig, 1795; A. d'Héricourt, Annuaire des
Sociétés savantes de la France et de l'étranger, Paris, 1866; Manual of Public

Libraries, Institutions and Societies in the United States and British provinces of
North America, Philadelphia, 1859.

XAVIER HEUSCHLING.
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ACADEMIES

ACADEMIES (IN AMERICA). The oldest among the American academies devoted
to the progress of science, is the American philosophical society at Philadelphia,
founded by Benjamin Franklin and his associates in 1743. It has published, from 1771
to 1881, two series of transactions in quarto, numbering 21 volumes, (besides 20
volumes of proceedings), and filled with papers of value on a great variety of subjects.
The American academy of arts and sciences, established at Boston, 1780, has issued
many costly volumes, illustrating natural history and other sciences. The academy of
natural sciences of, Philadelphia, started in 1814, has devoted itself to original
investigations and publications, as to the plants, animals and minerals of the United
States, and has collected a very fine and extensive museum of objects of natural
history. The lyceum of natural history in New York city, founded 1818, has published
many volumes of annals devoted to science. The Boston society of natural history,
1834, has done much to promote investigation in its special field. The Connecticut
academy of arts and sciences, founded in 1799, at New Haven, is still publishing
valuable memoirs. The Essex institute, of Salem, Mass., formed in 1848 from the
union of a county natural history society and a historical society, has nearly 500
members, and has printed a long series of collections illustrating history, biography,
and almost every department of science. The Albany (N. Y.) institute, organized in
1824, has collected a library and a natural history collection, and published 8 volumes
of transactions. The Franklin institute of Philadelphia, which dates from 1824, is for
the promotion of the mechanic arts, and has published 110 volumes of its journal. The
American institute, New York city, dating from 1829, devoted chiefly to agriculture
and the mechanic arts. Thirty-two volumes of its transactions have been published by
the state.

—Of institutions or academies devoted to the fine arts, may be named the national
academy of design, organized at New York in 1828, the Pennsylvania academy of
fine arts, Philadelphia, 1807, and the metropolitan museum of art, established in New
York city in 1870; these have annual or permanent exhibitions of painting and
sculpture, and the last named has gathered a most valuable archaological collection.

—Of the historical societies of the United States, the oldest is the Massachusetts
historical society, organized at Boston in 1791, "to collect, preserve and communicate
materials for a complete history of the country." It has published more than 70
volumes. Since the birth of this Nestor of the historical societies, more than 170 others
have been formed, representing states or localities, of which we can only name the
more vigorous or extensive: New York historical society (1804); American
antiquarian society, Worcester, Mass., (1812); Rhode Island, Providence, (1822);
Maine, (1822); New Hampshire, (1823); Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, (1824);
Connecticut, Hartford, (1825); Ohio historical and philosophical society, Cincinnati,
(1831); Virginia, Richmond, (1831); Vermont, Montpelier, (1838); Georgia,
Savannah, (1839); Maryland, Baltimore, (1844); New Jersey, Newark, (1845); New
England historic-genealogical society, Boston, (1845); Minnesota, St. Paul, (1849);
Wisconsin, Madison, (1849); lowa, lowa City, (1857); Long Island, Brooklyn, N. Y.,
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(1863); and Southern historical society, Richmond, (1869). Most of these have
published volumes of original contributions to history or early manuscripts.

—Of academies devoted to special sciences, there are the American geographical
society, organized at New York in 1851; American philological society New York;
American institute of architects, New York; American oriental society, founded at
New Haven, in 1842; American numismatic and archaological society, 1857;
American society of civil engineers and architects, New York; the American
ethnological society, New York, 1842; Washington philosophical society,
Washington, D. C., 1871; Cooper union for the advancement of science and art, New
York, 1854, with a free school of art and science, lectures, library and periodical
reading room; Lowell institute, Boston, 1839; Peabody institute, Baltimore, 1857 [the
last two devoted, the one to public lectures, the other to a library, popular lectures, a
conservatory of music, and an academy of art]; American association for
advancement of social science, Boston, 1869, which has published 10 volumes;
American medical association, Philadelphia, 1847; American public health
association, Washington, 1872; American pharmaceutical society, Philadelphia, 1852.

—There are in the United States, 3 more prominently national organizations or
academies, viz.: The national academy of sciences, Washington, incorporated by
congress in 1863, with a membership originally limited to 50; this academy is
required to investigate and report upon any subjects referred to it by the government,
and its proceedings and papers (hitherto small in extent) are printed by congress. The
American association for advancement of science, organized in 1848, 30 volumes of
whose annual proceedings have been issued. The Smithsonian institution,
Washington, created by act of congress in 1846, in pursuance of a legacy left by an
Englishman to found an institution for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among
men. Its large income, of about $35,000 annually, is expended in procuring and
publishing original researches in science, and to an efficient and widely useful
international exchange. It has published more than 75 volumes of contributions to
knowledge, miscellaneous collections and annual reports.

—In America, outside of the United States, may be named the natural history society
of Montreal; the literary and historical society of Quebec; the real sociedad
economica de la Habana (Cuba); the sociedad Mexicana de geografia y estadistica
(México); the instituto historico geographico e ethnographico do Brazil (Rio Janeiro),
an active scientific academy, the most important in South America, founded in 1838,
and enjoying an annual grant of $3,500 from the government; and the universidad de
Chile (Santiago), an institution for liberal education, which has published over 50
volumes of valuable anales and scientific memoirs.

A. R. SPOFFORD.
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ACCLAMATION

ACCLAMATION. This term, which signifies a unanimous call, is to be understood in
the language of politics to mean that spontaneous expression of general consent which
excludes all discussion, and bears down the isolated opposition of individuals. When
an assembly votes by acclamation, whether there have been debates on the question at
issue or not, it means that an immense majority have agreed on some matter, and that
it would be useless to have recourse to the taking of a vote to demonstrate such
agreement.

—1In Portugal the word has a special signification which is worth calling to mind. It
refers to the accession of the house of Braganza to the throne after the overthrow of
the Spanish dominion (Dec. 1, 1640). The vote calling the duke of Braganza to power
was so unanimous that the word acclamation was perfectly fitted to mark the date
when the dynasty of Braganza began. The Portuguese have made it an historic epoch
from which they date, and say such an event took place before, during or after the
acclamation.

M. B.
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ACCUMULATION OF WEALTH

ACCUMULATION OF WEALTH. It is to the power of accumulation or saving (two
terms which in political economy are almost equivalent) that we owe all our capital,
all our wealth.

—All the utilities created by man are susceptible of accumulation, whether these
utilities are identified with the men themselves, as those which consist in acquired
knowledge, in the perfection given our physical, intellectual or moral faculties, or
those added to external objects.

—Of the accumulation of utilities of this last class, the most important are those
realized in the cultivation of the soil. They consist in the clearing and reclaiming of
land; in the increase of its natural fertility by manuring, irrigation or other means; in
the substitution of plants useful to man for those with which the ground was
primitively covered and not useful to man; in the multiplication and domestication of
animals or beasts of burden employed as forces or intended for food; and finally, in
the buildings, structures, machines or instruments used in exploitation of any kind.
Accumulation of this kind forms the great mass of the material wealth of all nations
whose civilization is advanced.

—Next in order of importance come accumulations of wealth under the form of
dwelling houses, of factories, shops, machines and tools, roads, railroads, canals,
bridges, ships, harbors, etc.; in a word, all the creations of industry destined to
facilitate manufacturing or commercial operations, or to satisfy the wants of shelter,
of intercourse, communication, etc.

—After these, the most important accumulations in the material order appear under
the form of a supply of products destined either for the immediate satisfaction of our
wants—such as furniture, utensils, fuel, food, linen, clothing, etc., with which every
household is more or less amply provided, or those which have to undergo various
changes or modifications, to fit them for consumption.

—Among the utilities which are identified with man, those whose accumulation or
extension is most important, consist in the perfection given to the industrial faculties,
under which term we comprise: 1st, all positive knowledge capable of rendering
man's labors more fruitful; 2nd, the art of applying this knowledge, and the spirit of
invention; 3rd, skill in performing all the details in the different kinds of work; 4th,
the practice of the habits, individual or collective, most favorable to the development
and power of the industrial faculties, and the harmony of economic relations.

—It is plain that the accumulation of utilities, of capital, of wealth, may and really
does take place under a multitude of forms. Among these forms we have not included
that of money or coin. In reality, accumulations in no way need an increase in the
quantity of that particular product; and it is undoubted that a people may double their
wealth or increase it tenfold without a single cent being added to their monetary
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medium. Accumulation of wealth does not take this form except in countries which
produce the precious metals.

—Nevertheless it is the almost universal opinion that the greater part of the
accumulations of wealth or savings is made under the form of money, and as this false
1dea 1s the source of a multitude of economic errors, it seems to us useful to show
clearly that although much of the accumulation of wealth appears for a time in the
form of money, it consists in reality of something very different. This, a few examples
will show. A ditch-digger, by working continuously for six months, has, let us
suppose, drained a marsh; the value of his labor is estimated at $400. Of this sum the
workman has spent, let us say, $300 for his own personal wants, and there remain to
him $100 which he puts into a savings bank. Here is an accumulation equal in value
to $100; and all the circumstances remaining the same, this value should be found as
an addition to the wealth of the country in one form or another. Is it in the form of
money? Evidently not; for the $100, before going into the savings bank, were in
possession of the proprietor who received them, let us suppose, from his tenant, who
received them from the butcher, who, in turn, received them from the consumer of
meat, etc. In short, this money existed in the country before as well as after the
operation. The wealth here accumulated, then, does not exist in the form of money,
and it can only be found in the improvement given the land by the labor of the ditch-
digger, an improvement equal in value to $400, and exceeding by $100 the value of
the articles consumed by the workman.

—A builder constructs a house; he expends in its construction, in wages, materials,
purchase of land, etc., a sum of $110,000. When he sells the house for $120,000 the
excess of $10,000 is his profit, or the price of his services. Of this last sum, $5,000
have been spent in unproductive consumption, and $5,000 are added to the capital
which he employs in his business. Does the accumulation here consist in money? By
no means; since the money existed before in the hands of the purchaser. It is found in
the value of the house which exceeds by $5,000 all that was spent.

—The purchaser of the house receives from his tenants a yearly sum of $6,000. He
uses two-thirds of this sum for the personal wants of his family, and he puts the
$2,000 of surplus in the bank. Here we have a new accumulation of $2,000, which,
although it does not come from new labor, must exist as additional wealth in the
country under some form, and, no more than in the preceding cases, under the form of
money, since the same money already existed, and has now merely changed hands. In
what, then, can the new value acquired to the nation consist? In order to discover this,
it is necessary to remark that the service rendered to the tenants by the house is really
equal to the value of $6,000, since they have freely consented to pay that sum for its
use. They might have applied that service to an industrial purpose and received back
its price in that of the products created. But we will suppose that they have consumed
it unproductively for their personal wants. Now even in this case the savings of the
proprietor add none the less a value of $2,000 to the wealth of the country; and this
value must necessarily be found in a form different from that of money. This will be
easily understood by noting that without this saving, it would have been necessary to
add to the unproductive consumption of the premises other productive consumption
still by the proprietor, amounting to the value of $2,000. The saving, therefore, must
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be found in this case in the form of the different objects which the proprietor has
abstained from consuming, the preservation of which has diminished the sum total of
consumption in the country and consequently increased its actual wealth to that
extent, production remaining the same.

—We might take up in this manner, one after another, all the individual savings
accumulated in a year, and it would be seen that all have increased the general wealth
in proportion to their importance, either by adding to the utilities which the country
already possessed or by preserving a greater part of these, by limiting consumption. It
will be seen, at the same time, that these accumulations were made under a multitude
of different forms other than money, though most of them appear for a moment under
this last form. Thus, that which is accumulated in reality is not money; it is objects
fitted to satisfy our needs—utilities of various forms.

—1It is to be remarked, that these utilities scarcely ever remain in the hands of those to
whom they are due; for even when they are exchanged for money, this money is
usually given to others by those who have accumulated its values. Now, to place at
the disposition of society a utility under one form or another is to render it a service,
to furnish it with the means of labor or satisfaction, of which without this it would
have been deprived. He who saves renders to society, therefore, a service
proportionate to the value of his savings. It is true that he thus acquires the right of
demanding equivalent services in return; but so long as he does not actually demand
them, so long as he abstains from consuming their value for his personal wants, this
value serves others than himself.

—Thus, for example, the owner of land or capital who obtains from these kinds of
productive property an annual revenue of $10,000, and who saves half of it every
year, renders to society a new yearly service worth $5,000; and although he reserves
to himself the power of demanding back at a later time the sum total of these services,
increased by the total of the interest, it is none the less evident that while he abstains
from demanding it and consuming it, society has the benefit of it in his place. A
family which during several generations, during two centuries, for example, should
have saved uninterruptedly half of its annual income, would have really admitted
society during all this time to an equal partition with itself of the means of production
and satisfaction which this income brought; in other terms, it would have added to the
sum total of the enjoyments of society, an amount twice as great as the family itself
could have obtained from it. The means of creating new wealth or satisfaction of
which the family would have deprived itself, would have been acquired by others.
The only exclusive benefit which its savings brought the family consisted in the
feeling of security resulting from the power which it preserved of demanding from
society, in case of need, services equal to those which it had ceded to it.

—These results of saving are incontestible. It follows, therefore, that it does not profit
exclusively those who save, and that it is a very positive public benefit. The rich man
who spends the whole of his revenue every year, in personal and unproductive
consumption, does not exceed his rights; but in this way he only renders to others
services exactly equal to those he receives from them; he is, therefore, of less use to
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others, and consequently less worthy of approbation and esteem in this regard, than
the rich man who saves.

—Nevertheless, common opinion is more disposed to approve him who spends all his
income for his personal wants, than him who saves a part of it. Strange fact, that the
person who preserves for his family and society the greater number of utilities of
every kind, and does it by restricting his personal enjoyments, is just the man whom
the vulgar mind is inclined to reproach with egoism, while it attributes laudable and
generous sentiments to him who denies himself nothing.

—To explain this unjust judgment it is affirmed that he whose personal wants are few
does not quicken the circulation of wealth, that he deprives industry and commerce of
its outlets and of the encouragement which the consumption of wealth might give
them. In this way men come to believe and to profess that every one renders more
service to society the more value he consumes unproductively. Thus, men justify the
expenses of luxury, pride, profusion, etc. This error was so generally disseminated in
France, that in the greater part of the pamphlets, etc., written in 1848 and 1849, with
the intention of combating the aberrations of socialism, it was thought necessary to
praise the expenses of luxury, and endeavor to prove that it is, above all, on account
of this kind of outlay, that the poor classes are interested in respecting wealth; so that,
to combat lamentable economic errors, others as great were propagated. This we shall
try to prove in a few words.

—Wealth is made up of all objects having value in exchange, no matter what their
nature or their form. When a portion of wealth is consumed, that portion exists no
longer; after which, if the want which it has satisfied appear again and we have still
the means of providing for it, the object consumed must be reproduced, and the
necessity of this reproduction gives new food to labor.

—But we may consume a portion of wealth in two ways: in the first place, we can
absorb its entire value, in such manner that absolutely nothing may remain of it. This
is a case of unproductive consumption, which takes place, for example, in the case of
a sumptuous repast, of fireworks, etc. We consume in this way the services of those
who have furnished and prepared the food, those of the pyrotechnist, the powder
manufacturer, the decorators, the costumers, the musicians, the actors, etc. We have
thus furnished, but for once only, labor and pay to all these persons. In the second
place, we may consume wealth in such a manner that after the operation a value may
remain equal to or even greater than that consumed. This is a case of reproductive (or
productive) consumption. Suppose, for example, that the value consumed at the
banquet or the féte, instead of being used in this way, had been employed in
improving a barren hillside or in making a vineyard of it: by this application of the
value consumed, we should have given work and wages to ditchers, to vinedressers, to
teamsters, to manufacturers of compost, to producers of plants and of props; and we
should thus have furnished remunerated employment to a number of laborers at least
as great as the number hired at the banquet; and, while nothing remained after the
banquet, from this there would remain a vineyard, the annual product of which, the
income from it, would furnish every year, and during an indefinite period, an entirely
new article of food, in consideration of a certain amount of labor. This example
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suffices to show how much it is to the interest of workmen in general, that the rich,
instead of spending all their income in unproductive consumption, in outlays for
luxury, should devote the greatest part possible of it to reproductive consumption.
Even if they do not watch directly over these operations, and if they confine
themselves to placing the sum of their savings at interest, they still render a greater
service to the working classes than spending their wealth unproductively. Deposited
with a banker or a loan agent, their savings go to the farmer, the artisan, the
contractor, who utilize them in reproductive consumption.

—Do not men complain every day that we have not enough of capital; that it is
lacking in manufactures, in commerce, in great works of public utility, and above all
in agriculture; and that, by reason of its insufficiency, the rate of interest is too high?
But if such is the case, what should we desire? Should we not desire that savings and
investments should be multiplied as much as possible, that capital should increase and
its abundance make the use of it less costly, that is to say, lower the rate of interest?

—Now, rich persons are the only ones who can make savings with ease. It should,
therefore, be recommended to them, not by the law, for all liberty should be left them
in this regard, but by morals, by the esteem attached to such conduct by an
enlightened public opinion, by their own self-interest properly understood, which is
here completely in accord with that of the laboring classes. Those who give other
counsels to the rich, and desire to persuade them that they render more service and
have more merit in proportion as they spend more for their wants, their tastes, their
fancies, their vanities, their personal satisfaction, obey, in so doing, a prejudice which
1s much to be regretted. (See WEALTH, SAVING.)

AMBROISE CLEMENT.
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ACT

ACT, the completion or attestation of any transaction in public, and, in certain cases,
in private life. By the word act are specially designated certain decisions the result of
conferences, congresses, and of various political bodies, such as diets, chambers and
parliaments. Thus, the decisions of the diets of the German empire have appeared,
since 1729, under the title of Acta Publica. The word act is 